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Last excuses of Taliban in Hazarajat;
Closing Education Centers Charging Them With Promoting Christian Culture
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Hamza Ulfat’s Relatives:
“Taliban shot him”

Hamza Ulfat, a young man about 30,
was killed by an armed Taliban intel-
ligence member after he was released
from the Taliban prison.

At least, two sources close to Hamza
Ulfat told the Silk Way weekly that he
was killed in Khadir district of Daikundi
province on Thursday, 12 Jan, 2025. On
his way home, he was chased by three
Taliban intelligence men and then he
was shot. Two nights later, around 9:00
pm, 18 Jan, 2025 he died from bleeding
of a Taliban intelligence bullet.

These sources said, “When Hamza left
Bamyan to Daykondi, he informed his
family about his decision. When he ar-
rived in Daykondi, he gave a call his
family; but when he was in the hotel,
two Taliban intelligence members were
in the same hotel at 9:pm and asked

the passengers, Who Hamza Ulfat was.
Then Hamza Ulfat introduced himself.
After that Taliban took an image of Ul-
fat’s tazkira (national ID) and told him
to stay at the hotel.”
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Last excuses of Taliban in Hazarajat;

Closing Education Centers Charging Them With
Promoting Christian Culture

g

By: Hafez
Translated by: Mohammad Sakhi Rezaie

After 8 years under the rule of Taliban,
only in two weeks, they closed more than 50
education classes in Hazarajat, Afghanistan.

According to the Silk Way Weekly, from
January 11 to January 25, 2025, in the three
Hazarajat provinces of Daikundi, Ghor and
Bamyan, Taliban closed 4 education centers
with 52 English language and computer pro-
gram classes.

In Sang Takht Wa Bandar District

Taliban closed Ofuqe Jadid Education
Center in the capital center of Sang Takht wa
Badar district in their first ambush in the last
two weeks.

At least two sources told the Silk Way
weekly that on January 11, 2025 Taliban in-
telligence attacked Ofuqge Jadid Education
Center in Sang Takht wa Bandar district, and
after closing the center, they detained three
instructors of this center, namely Mahdi,
Asad and Jamaluddin.

According to the sources, the Taliban ac-
cused Ofuqe Jadid Education Center of “pro-
moting Christian culture and propagating
the Christian religion” and they added that
they are closing it and arresting its teachers
for this crime.

While taking the instructors with them-
selves, the elders of the area mediated Taliban
to release the instructors, but Taliban did not
pay attention and took the instructors with
themselves.

Resources say these instructors were in
detention center for 4 days, and then they
were released on bail with a guarantee that
they would not teach again.

Ofuqe Jadid Center is one of the educa-
tional branches of Ofuqe Jadid Organization
which started its activities after GRS educa-
tional Center stopped its educational activi-
ties there. Ofuqe Jadid has two branches, fe-
male and male, and it has totally more than
30 students.

sy

A

9
| 4

P

In Khedir District

One day after closing Ofuqge Jadid Edu-
cation Center in Sang Takht district, Taliban
intelligence closed another branch of Ofuqe
Jadid Education Center in in Khedir district,
Daykondi.

Local sources told the Silk Way weekly
that on 13 January, 2025, Taliban intelli-
gence attacked on Ofuqge Jadid Education
Center. After closing the center, Taliban de-
tained the manager and two teachers of the
education center.

Sayed Habib, Manager of the education
center, Abdul Razaq and Asif, were the two
teachers of the education center detained by
Taliban.

According to the sources, Taliban intel-
ligence in Khedir district has charged the
center with promoting Christian culture and
training the language of the unbelievers.

At the same time, Taliban had arrested
female teachers of this education center, but
they were released by the mediation of the lo-
cal elders.

An informed source from the capital city
of Daykondi told the Silk Way weekly that
the teachers and manager of this education
center are in detention yet. Local influentials
have met Mulla Najibulla several times ask-
ing to release the teachers and manger of the
training center but he has not paid heed at-
tention to their request.

This education center is located in Gorka
area of Khedir district and it has English lan-
guage and computer science departments for
male and female students.

Sources saidTaliban not only arrested the
manager and teachers of this education cen-
ter, but they also have looted computers and
some other equipment of the center.

In Lal wa Sarjangal District

Following closure of two educational cen-
ters in two districts of Daykondi, Taliban also
closed Ofuqe Jadid Education Center in Lal
wa Sarjangal district, Ghor province.

Local sources told the Silk Way weekly
that Taliban closed Ofuge Nawin Education
Center branch in Lal wa Sarjangal charging

it with “educating girls above sixth grade”.
However, other sources told the Silk Way
weekly this week that Taliban has closed the
center charging it with “promoting Christian
culture”

According to sources Taliban has attacked
on this education center and has arrested the
manager and 4 teachers of the center. They
include 1 manager of the center, one female
teacher and three male teachers. These sourc-
es added that Shogofa, the female teacher,
has been released by Taliban, but the other
four people have been transferred from the
district office to the provincial office of Tal-
iban in Daykondi. According to resources,
there is no information about the whereabout
of these people yet.

In Bamyan

In line with closure of education centers
in provinces mostly populated with Hazara
people, on 23 Jan, 2025, Taliban closed ed-
ucation classes of Ofuqe Jadid Education Or-
ganization in Bamyan.

Ofuge Jadid Education Organization
has education classes in schools in center of
Bamyan and Zargaran viallge. According to
the local sources, this organization has 46
education classes in Bamyan, 41 English lan-
guage training classes and 5 computer train-
ing classes.

Local sources told the Silk Way weekly
that Taliban intelligence has closed all classes
of Ofuqe Jadid Education Center in Bamyan
charging them with “promoting Christian
culture” and the group has distributed the
office properties and computers of these ed-
ucation centers among its members.

A local source, who is a teacher, told the
Silk Way weekly that Taliban has charged
these education centers with false accusations
and nothing as promotion of Christian Cul-
ture was conducted by them. “Only English
language was taught in these classes. Promo-
tion of Christian culture is just a false accusa-
tion made by Taliban against these education
centers. There were no such things at all, and
in Bamiyan these things are not attractive for

people to put themselves in danger and ad-
vertise it. But in addition to English language
training classes, these education centers held
classes for girls above sixth grade.” He added.
The Last Pretexts of Taliban;

Closing Education Centers with Charging
them with Promotion of Christian Culture

After retaking power, education ban was
one of the first policies of Taliban. They start-
ed closing education centers either by force
or false accusations against them. With con-
tinuation of this process, nearly all education
centers have been closed in West Kabul, or
they have been emptied one by one.

Officials of the Ministry for Promoting
Virtue and Preventing Vice always found a
pretext to close the education centers. They
first separated the classes in Dasht Barchi
education centers. Girls and boys studied in
separate classes. But when they noticed, there
are not enough teachers, they separate classes
by a curtain. The girls and boys who were fa-
miliar with each other or loved each other, or
those students who were sister and brother,
could not see each other due to a curtain sep-
arating their class.

When Taliban could find no sharia law
excuse, they closed education centers under
security pretext. In the past three years, espe-
cially in the previous spring, the Taliban had
repeatedly issued security warnings to the
centers and schools of Dasht Barchi. Taliban
had told managers of these education centers
that their centers are under threat and they
shall be very cautious.

In this way, they wanted to create chaos,
fear, and apathy among the people, parents,
and students, and cut off those interested
from school.

But when Taliban noticed such tactics
were not effective, the group started charging
these education centers with false accusa-
tions. After retaking power in August 2021,
Taliban have closed many foreign aid orga-
nizations in Afghanistan Central Highland
or Hazarajat, including education centers,
charging them with promoting Christian cul-
ture.
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By: Hafez
Translated by: Mohammad
Sakhi Rezaie

Hamza Ulfat, a young man about 30, was
killed by an armed Taliban intelligence member
after he was released from the Taliban prison.

At least, two sources close to Hamza Ulfat
told the Silk Way weekly that he was killed in
Khadir district of Daikundi province on Thurs-
day, 16 Jan, 2025. On his way home, he was
chased by three Taliban intelligence men and
then he was shot. Two nights later, around 9:00
pm, 18 Jan, 2025 he died from bleeding of a Tal-
iban intelligence bullet.

These sources said, “When Hamza left
Bamyan to Daykondi, he informed his family
about his decision. When he arrived in Dayko-
ndi, he gave a call his family; but when he was
in the hotel, two Taliban intelligence members
were in the same hotel at 9:pm and asked the
passengers, Who Hamza Ulfat was. Then Ham-
za Ulfat introduced himself. After that Taliban
took an image of Ulfat’s tazkira (national ID)
and told him to stay at the hotel.”

According to the sources, “soon after the
two-intelligence members left the inn, Hamza
left the hotel towards his home, the village of
Mijan, Khadir.” He was on his way home, when
in a desert, three people from the armed intelli-
gence of the Taliban stopped him and asked him
for a mobile phone with special specifications.
Hamza had a walking stick in his hand and re-
sisted against them. It was during the clash that
Hamzah ran away and one of the three armed
men shot him. Out of several bullets, one hit his
leg and he fell down and stayed there. But the
three-armed Taliban left the area.”

Hamza phoned his family at about 11:pm
and said Taliban intelligence have injured him.
Then Hamza’s brother and some other men,
moved to where Hamza was injured.

They found Hamza about 3:am while had
missed a lot of blood. Then, they took Hamza
home and his condition was better only for the
first night. But the next day, he died from bleed-
ing.

Ulfat had studied law and was a civil society
activist. He was detained on Saturday, February
11, 2022 by Taliban in the west of Kabul. No
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Hamza Ulfat’s Relatives: “Taliban shot him”

one knew about him for one month. After one
month, he called his father from an unknown
number and said he was in the Taliban prison
and asked to get him a dress and some money.

After three months of detention, the Tali-
ban court sentenced him to 18 months in pris-
on, and he spent all those 18 months in Taliban
prison.

Contrary to other detainees, that people
advocate for them on social media, few people
knew Ulfat was in prison. A few people advo-
cated for him. Sources told the Silk Way Weekly
that Ulfat’s family members opposed advocat-
ing for him. They explained advocating for him
will complicate the situation and it will increase
Taliban pressures on him.

He had spent 18 months in prison, includ-
ing 3 months before the trial, for a total of 22
months in Taliban prison.

After he was released, only his family mem-
bers and some close friends knew he was re-
leased.

There is not much details available how
much he was tortured. Some of his friends
told the Silk Way weekly that he was tortured
a lot. But some other friends of him said he was
harshly tortured during the three months he
was in detention, and after that he has not been
much tortured.

Sources said that in order to remain no
traces of torture on the prisoner’s body at the
time of release, the Taliban torture the prison-
ers in the first days and months. According to
them, Hamza was tortured so much in the first
months that two of his teeth were broken. They
also had beaten Hamza during the time he was
in detention. But he was not tortured later in
order when he is released no trace of torture to
be left on his body.

Media outlets have received many reports
of prisoners’ torture in Taliban prisons. Taliban
use different types of tortures and the intensi-
ty of torture is also very high. Before prisoners
are released, Taliban take video confiscations
of prisoners and threaten them if they tell the
media or the people about the Taliban tortures,
they will imprison the families of the prisoners
and torture them.

Sources said Hamza Ulfat did not talk much
about his tortures by Taliban. He jus said “they
tortured us.”
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Remembering my brother,

Martyr Mohammad Hanif Mohammadi

By: Mohammad Aref Mohammadi
Translated by: Mohammad Sakhi Rezaie

On those days, when my brother and I
were studying In Kabul, we were not only a
family but we were on the same path and pur-
sued the same goal. He studied industrial con-
struction engineering and I studied computer
engineering. Maybe there were differences in
the appearance of these two paths, but in re-
ality, we pursued a better future for ourselves,
our families and our society as a whole.

But the 23rd of July 2016, was the day
when my life and my family changed forever;
On this day the sun of our life set and dark-
ness and sorrow replaced it. On that day, my
brother Mohammad Hanif Mohammadi was
martyred in an attack on a protest march in
Deh Mazang Square, in Afghan capital, Kabul.
Although it was the most bitter moment of my
life, the memory of my brother has always re-
mained as a light on the path of my life.

Mohammad Hanif was born in 1990 and
was studying industrial construction engi-
neering at Kabul Polytechnic University. He
was a fourth-year student and was only one
step away from finishing his studies and start-
ing the path he always dreamed of. He was
calm, patient and enthusiastic. He had a spe-
cial place in our family and society.

On 23rd of July, Mohammad Hanif has an
exam. I and my friends had participated in the
protest march before noon. It a protest for jus-
tice urging the government to transfer a new
power line route, which was a symbol of the
demands of Hazara people, through Bamyan
and other provinces where many Hazara peo-
ple live. When I was returning to the universi-
ty dormitory due to starvation I saw my broth-
er with his friends. He said with a smile that
was always on his face that he had passed the
exam very well and he was going to join the
march protest. It was the last time I saw him,
the last smile, the last words and the last look.

That afternoon, two fighters detonated ex-
plosive belts at the gathering of protesters. I
took my phone and called my brother. When
my brother’s phone stopped answering, I be-
came more worried. I contacted my brother
times and times and received no Answer. I de-
cided to walk to the demonstration site. In the
middle of the journey, I received a call from
my brother’s number. But the voice behind the
phone was not his voice. A man from Aliabad
Hospital said: “Yor brother is here! You must
come to the hospital.” With a trembling heart
and hurried steps, I reached the hospital.
There were about 20 bodies of martyrs there;
They look unfamiliar with blood and injuries
on their faces. But I recognized my brother
by his red underwear. The same undershirt
we had bought together just days ago. At that
moment, it was as if the sky fell on me. My life
turned black and a never-ending grudge sat in
my throat.

We decided to move the body of the mar-
tyr to his birth place, Daykundi province. My
father, who was in Daykundi, had learned
about the explosion during the demonstra-
tion. When he called my brother and didn’t
get an answer, he called me. He asked about
my brother’s condition and I could not tell the
truth, so I lied that Mohammad Hanif was
fine and that his phone was missing. But my
father insisted to speak with him. ”A few min-
utes ago, we were together in the dining hall of
dormitory”, I said.

Next day, when my father knew the truth,
““I know this incident is a big blow to our fam-

ily, but you shouldn’t
have lied to your fa-
ther. The bitterness of
the lie, even though it
was expedient, made

the burden of this grief
heavier”, My father
said.

Mohammad Hanif
was not just a broth-
er; He was the light
of our house and our
family relied on him.
My brother was always
a model of patience,
and sobriety. Whether
in school or univer-
sity, I never saw him
complain about prob-
lems or give up trying.
He had friends who
were like brothers to
him. After his death, they tried to fill his void
in my life and my family’s life with their love
and support, even though the void was never
filled. I have learned from him how to face the
challenges of life with patience and sobriety. I
learned not to lose hope in any situation. Even
today, every time I find myself on a difficult
path, T hear his voice saying with his usual
calmness: “Nothing valuable is achieved easily.
Work hard and be patient.”

My brother was not only a university stu-
dent, but he was a man with a very compas-
sionate hear. His friends considered him as a
trustable and friendly man. He always treated
everyone with love and respect in his family,
and everyone in our village loved him because
of his good manners and kind personality.

One part of his life which always has im-
pressed me, is when he served as a teacher in
Daykundi. He served as a teacher for 4 years
in Jangalak male school of Sharestan district
and served one year as a teacher in Ashtar-
lay district. He always spoke enthusiastically
about his experiences in Daykundi. “Being a
teacher does not mean only teaching the stu-
dents. Being a teach means shaping the people
in a way to be able to change the society.” He
asserted. He was not just a teacher but a true
mentor who is still fondly remembered by his
students.

I remember well when one of his students
came to Kabul after he was martyred. “Our
teacher did not only teach us mathematics and
physics, but he taught us how to be self-es-
teemed, and be optimistic about the future”,
he recalled. Such memories of him make me
to feel he lived a full life, even though he lived
a short life.

But life does not always go as we wish.
The 23rd of July 2016, was a day that our life
changed forever. During the demonstrations
of the Enlightenment Movement in Kabul’s
Deh Mazang Square, my brother was mar-
tyred along with 83 other Hazara youths, all of
whom were educated and the hopes of the so-
ciety. On that day, not only our family but our
society lost its elite youth and future makers.
But his memory, efforts and his meaningful
life, will be in my heart and in the hearts of all
of those who knew him.

May you rest in peace my brother. We al-
ways will remember you. You are not only be-
side us but you are in the memories and hearts
of your students, friends and all of those who
have learned from you. We will continue your
path and your dreams will always remain in
our hearts.

Mohammad Aref Mohammadi, Martyr Mohammad Hanif’s brother.
Germany
29 November, 2024
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The Father>s Suffering In The Tears Of A Hero

By: Hafez
Translated by: Mohammad Sakhi Rezaies

In an interview with Ali reza Asahi, the
program presenter asked him about the con-
ditions of his life. Until that moment, he talk-
ed about his championships. But when he was
asked about his economic condition, he was on
the verge of tears. Two or three time He strug-
gled to continue his conversation normally, but
couldn’t. He apologized the presenter and cried
in front of the camera and on the stage.

At the time of crying, he ate his anger and
talked about the bad condition of his life.

At the time of crying, he tried to manage his
feeling and talk about the bad situation of his
life. His eyes filled with tears, cut, with a pain
that he did not want to tell in public, he talked
about his children. He said about Kaihan and
Arman that they did not have enough food to
eat.

It could be seen in the color, face and lan-
guage of his body that he is in difficulty, but
he said with a suppressed grudge, «I ate in the
other room. T am not with my children.» What
he meant was that he could not eat a chicken
breast, but his two sons eat bread and tea in
front of his eyes.

The story of eating a chicken breast is very
sad. The boys think their father is a hero while
he is not. They think they will not remain hun-
gry because they have a father. They think no
one can oppress them because they have a fa-
ther. They think they will not be belittled be-
cause they have a father. They think that their
father has their backs. Taha Hossain, a famous
and blind Egyptian writer, wrote in his mem-
oirs his young daughter imagined her father as
a hero for years in all her childhood games. The
hero of any game she was not able to play. She
though if she could not escape, her father could.
If she was not strong against her competitor, but
her father was. If she can’t see and notice many
things, but her father could. But the poor girl
did not know that while she imagined her father
as a her, he has been a blind poor ma who has
been scared in his loneliness room and some-
times he slept squatting and cried in silence.

As Taha Hussain’s daughter, Asahi’s sons
may did not know about the Suppressed grudge
of their father. They did not know how their
father was sad while eating the breast of the
chicken. Maybe they didns>t know that their fa-
ther was constantly paying back the price of the
hero and that bread did not go down his throat
every night.

But the father knew how painful it was. The
night he ate the chicken breast, and his wife and
children could not eat it, that breast of chicken
became a grudge at his throat before the media.

Asahi was a world bodybuilding champi-
on. He had raised up the flag of the country in
the world bodybuilding championship for two
times. He had also recently recognized an inter-
nationally coaching certificate from the World
Bodybuilding Federation. The people of Kabul
who had seen him said he was always singing a
song with himself. He had studied Persian liter-
ature and was a skillful painter.

But among the vast amount of honor, he
was also a huge amount of grudge and misery.
He was an outstanding person that has been
constantly discriminated and neglected. He was
a diligent child and a self-made social hero who
never had equal opportunities. To achieve one
honor, he should have neglected all other ones.
If he wanted to gain honor for his country, his
family shall have stayed hungry. If he wanted to
train the children of other people, his own chil-
dren had no one to train them. If he wanted to
be on media, a big grudge shall have been felt in
his throat. If he wanted to improve the status of
the country in the world, his children, Arman
and Kaihan, shall have starved.

Explaining Asahi’s pains is not an easy task
for us, as we always care about the people after
they are dead. We don>t know how much Asahi
was suffering. How much bread was stuck in his
throat. How much he cried secretly and silently
for his sons and family. But in his last words one
can easily notice his pains were heavier than his
strong and big body.

In a country and under a government that
one can’t talk about the ethnic and historical
oppression and of the people who you can’t
talk about their differences and hypocrisy, Asa-

Sl e Sl 503,505 Sl a4 Ol S ygd
Glaas S )3 a8 SLuS s gen sl Sy 0 1 el ol
Kaal i35 L el a8 AiS o s gy edys [ 5l IS
(._Aw.;u.; Jal 5 s Slosl asst el Jils LUl e
.3}..1

3 s o ) LB sy e Ol 3 Ll
ASzﬁ_s_qu:;_-chpLgAJl:gﬁHd_{)lg;ﬁ;ué_g
LS s 3 il S 5108 e 5 o 5 om0 50 gl
Slaias b 55 8 aS sy elem| gamlos s Ola g8 5
plad Sl lal SO O gl il
U JEPCIU PP { DR W PP WV SU ) S W SV WP
ole o i S lesl gl sy S 5 5 ] i
Glaam cads (555l 1) o e slavags cul i o S
bl 5o Gl o 81 a3l 1, S s
PSS S ke st b L
\)L)::‘a})j‘g;_.ﬂéigftiil?rb‘}_ﬂ))}_.lsé‘ﬂw‘}}&
AOKle s wiw S bl 5 OLeS IS L

WSw:ﬁLﬂélﬂJALATJﬁJ@)@JL}:
Sl S (s o Ssen I 51 S e 5l s
03,55 b iy s Alal as (._tjlzda A
Sl ot 35035 8 S slS s 0L iy ol
el os S oas S o o 5 oles Blesl sl 500y
R e Ty | ~lelacms 5 Ul
.J)Pdavdi;;g}léug_iﬁj\};_&);

V;Mj\,\_;:w;dd_:ﬁsu)wwjﬂﬁfui
5 eSS Sl AB s 4 ez 5l s e 5 00
www&&\b:@jdﬂzc—irﬂdeHM
30l Ol Olaa sl T vy W
250 5 arlan 2 00 8 5 0 S 0l SO
Ol g3 (o 330 408 A1 ay oS Tl Olgr (2ns
NIV oLl i s

Sl 3 e sl | Lacas 3 0T Lalul Ll
R 5 A e i 505 0l A aS s 5
2 e 8

Ol =l s g, \YOY Jlw 53 alul Lo, Je
035 o8 arigd IS 5 Ldlol o) (gesl sl s o g2
ﬁ\w;;)wuf;Q\ﬂt);\”tf_.:;\;},_&a.;_wl
S8 ashlS ey GRios Ml sl s S s 0 Ol s
530 55 f1Sl s 4 ke 3l oy Ll

Ola,gd Jlugs NEY 5 VY gladlew 5o ald
A Ol 0L Sl pll sy e B Sl
LS bl S eosl s |y olabes ol (Db Jlus
elas SO s aiS (ol sla Sy (Sl
o s Sl Golar SO s )L a8 5 4
VIR S-S VI P W R ) P S GO PE
OV e 4y VY s f iy Sy Alad plnil
s i8 s B sl ) b= ;.“_.w

hi talked about all of these with his tears. His
tears, but much more clearly, are reminiscent of
the same sad words of Mike Tyson, another self-
made and discriminated world champion, who
told his children, «I became a champion so they
don>t have to.”

But Asahi did not have such opportunities.
Because he saw that even after he was a cham-
pion, his children again suffered hunger and he
starved to death.

Ali Reza Asahi, a tow time world bodybuild-
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ing champion died on Thursday, 23 Jan, 2025,
in Kabul.

The National Bodybuilding Federation of
Afghanistan did not announce the cause of his
death. But close sources to Asahi said he died
due to a heart attack.

In 2023 and 2024, Alireza Asahi won the
gold medal in bodybuilding and in the category
of veterans in the world championships of this

field.
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