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Editorial

Monday, Oct 14, 2024

In the land where the

sun does not shine for

women

Written by: Khaleq Ebrahimi

We remember Sabrnesa, Sabrgol,
Sabrina, Basgol and Besmah and many
names of women who carry painful sto-
ries with them. These painful stories
start from families whose contemporary
ignorance has forced them not to have
female children. With such names, they
ask God that «the girl is enough» and if
the child is a boy, then that well-known
stereotype will give fruit and become a
crutch of old age.

Thus, based on contemporary barba-
rism and ignorance, which is sometimes
protected by blind society and some-
times (like now) by ignorant rulers, many
girls were born unintentionally, became
young, became beautiful, married unin-
tentionally, became wives and mothers,
and without Having ID card, without
having a passport, without traveling and
seeing other cities and countries, they
passed away. They actually entered a
previously forbidden life; Let alone that
they study, work and earn and have the
same right to vote and opinion as men.
Just a few years ago, Afghanistan had
another tribe called the «unforgotten
tribe». That people were women. Those
who reaped the fruits of men’s war and
suffered in the backyards.

During these two decades, when the
song of democracy echoed to the most
remote villages, at the same time, «<wom-
en’s empowerment projects» also pene-
trated into every village. If the bread that
was baked in the name of women did not
reach the rural women, and all the re-
sults fattened the bellies of urban project
men and women, finally the legacy of de-
mocracy became a tazkira (National ID)
for remote women with which they could
vote; The votes by which corrupt and mi-
sogynistic men reached the parliament
to arrange stricter laws for women and to
be the guardians of the same patriarchal
rules and habits that they themselves
were victims of it.

Whatever it was, a window was open
to women’s dreams, and many girls and
women flew from that window to their
dreams, before the forces of darkness
arrived and turned the space into a long
night, the house into a prison, and the
country into a soldier’s Prison.

Women, journalists, political and civ-
il activists should take the calendar and
count these thousand endless nights, this
painful story of darkness in darkness.
The count of how many women went to
prison, how many committed suicide out
of despair, how many were killed by their
husbands, and how many were raped by
Taliban fighters in prisons has been lost.

In these three years, our colleagues of
the Silk Way continuously tried so that
more women could tell their story, their
sorrow and suffering, tell the story of
these thousand nights without the light
of the morning and the sunrise. From
banned students to imprisoned girls to
isolated medal winning athletes, they

participated in this program and shared
their suffering with the readers of the
Silk Way Weekly. This time we went to
the women who still believe that this
long night will finally reach the dawn of
freedom. Women who are still standing
in the streets of the capital and other big
cities of Afghanistan, in the eyes of the
dark force and have not given up on their
dreams.

The «Bread, Work, and Freedom»
movement started from the streets of Ka-
bul and other cities and has not yet died
out, although many women were forced
to leave the scene of struggle after endur-
ing torture, imprisonment, and forced
confessions, and finally were forced to
leave the country, and of course, vigilan-
tes from them, by passing through and
receiving asylum, they reached bread,
work, and freedom; But the bone-burn-
ing restrictions were not only removed or
reduced, but increased more and more
with each passing day.

Finally, the case that is currently on
the agenda coincided with the third anni-
versary of the fall of Afghanistan and the
imposition of new restrictions on wom-
en. Before this, women were deprived of
working, studying, traveling, and wear-
ing makeup and clothes of their choice;
But now, restrictions have been imposed
on their throats and their voices. On the
one hand, women insistently and contin-
uously fight for their rights, on the oth-
er hand, the ruling force imposes more
restrictions in response to their wishes.
In such a situation, the Silk Way Weekly
is committed to publishing and broad-
casting women’s stories, women'’s voices,
and women’s wishes, and standing by the
country’s women.
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Whatever it was, a window was open to women's dreams,
and many girls and women flew from that window to their
dreams, before the forces of darkness arrived and turned

the space into a long night, the house into a prison, and the
country into a soldier’s Prison.

Women, journalists, political and civil activists should take
the calendar and count these thousand endless nights, this
painful story of darkness in darkness. The count of how many
women went to prison, how many committed suicide out of
despair, how many were killed by their husbands, and how
many were raped by Taliban fighters in prisons has been lost.
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Afghanistan Women's Movement for Justice;

Fight To The Death

Written by: Hafez

After the fall of Kabul by the Taliban on
August 2021, a group of women and girls
who did not surrender to the Taliban's pol-
icy of suppressing women, formed a move-
ment called the " Afghanistan Women's
Movement for Justice." Sabera Akbari, who
was a member of the movement's leader-
ship for a while, says that first a WhatsApp
group was created among girls, and then
the movement's name, slogan and logo
were chosen. "Bread, work, and freedom" is
the slogan with which protesters in the Af-
ghanistan Women's Movement for Justice
took to the streets of Kabul on November
3, 2021. This march, which started from
the crossroads of Pashtunistan, was vio-
lently suppressed by the Taliban.

Madina Darwazi, Naiera Kohestani,
Fariza Akbari, Somia Shirzad, Tamna
Rezaei, Tamanna Pariani, Zarmina Par-
iani, Parvanah Ebrahimkhel and Murs-
al Ayyar were important members of the
Justice-Seeking Women's Movement. Mrs.
Akbari says that these protesters were
arrested and imprisoned by the Taliban
and left the movement after their release.
Justice-Seeking Women's Movement has
protested against the anti-feminist policy
of the Taliban by marching in the street,
gathering at home, holding a poetry night,
painting walls, wearing men's clothes, hun-
ger strike and holding press conferences.

With the narrowing of the space for pro-
test activities in Afghanistan, the members
of the Justice-Seeking Women's Movement
are slowly being exiled and refugees to Pa-
kistan and Western countries.

Mrs. Akbari says: "During the protests,
most of the members of the Afghanistan
Women's Movement for Justice were ar-
rested, beaten, imprisoned and exiled."

Mrs. Akbari and some other members
of the movement are exiled to Pakistan.
These protesters resume their activities in
Pakistan. They hold an election to select
the leader of the movement and as a result
Akbari is elected as the leader of the move-
ment. Mrs. Akbari says: "On November 31,
2022, we held elections among movement
members in the WhatsApp group. I be-
came the leader of this movement with the
highest votes; But we wanted to work as a
team and formed a leadership committee."
According to her, Hoda Khamoush, Shahla
Arefi and Soraya Haqyar were in this com-
mittee beside her, and later, Rahela Ansa-
ri (Rahela Talash) and Fatemeh Etimadi
joined them.

In September 2023, Tamnna Zaryab
Pariani, a former member of the Afghani-
stan Women's Movement for Justice, went
on a hunger strike in Germany. Her request
to the international community and the
United Nations was to recognize gender
apartheid in Afghanistan under the rule
of the Taliban. Ms. Pariani also wanted to
stop financial aid to the Taliban.

Sabera Akbari and Fatemeh Etimadi,
key members of the Afghanistan Women's
Movement for Justice, went on a hunger
strike in the hot and scorching weather
of Islamabad, the capital of Pakistan. Ms.
Akbari says: "I went on a hunger strike
from September 4th to September 12th,
2023. My health condition was very bad; It
means fighting to the death and ultimately
I was taken to the hospital."

After staying in Pakistan for a while,
Mrs. Akbari evacuated to Canda and she
withdrew from being a member of the Af-
ghanistan Women's Movement for Justice.
But she says she will continue his human
rights activities.

...more on page 4

Ailo (Oluilzdl ol gl OB ) g (S ol giel
S OWb cuwns > 30 Jow Sy ol gel 5
(83U glas b Olo gixo gt (9 cyaodd 3 g Sl
Tolo Sad 0.0 95499 ) 4l 9 s JIN )
Caid Cawlio 4 g (ol (Slaasl 45 ol (Y- YT
035 355 2 (ol 5ol (lonoly ( B g e 52 75k
W90 J 9l 4 o yixe dw QLI (Sl g i chidgy

N5 5 ey b (el

ST o el iladl olg Scdloe LSy i iy
5 =k il gl culgs o, 5 Sl Olazel
30 oz ab,bT a S 8 ol aie Lo plojlw
by Cgomwy 4o ) LI cwS> 5 sl
S slaSas adyr [Lwles lizes by o>
D= ol 4

o5 slael )‘| coolozel aabls 9 ‘_g)_,fl o)_gLa
Olie—w 5 Els Glon o oy Sadlae Loy i
e Olatel 5 bwSL e sl bl
WL i pylgz 30 10065 0 o6, ol 000 S
«alasS abbla s anl) pab o5 b

L oS 5o gl (o 5e | oy (55T il
4S5 a6 oo Ll 135, oo LS olgcdlae 55 i
A2 oo dalol il g iy gei> slacdled ay

ol L s e cilosl 5l ey a5 wi> 5o
shlael 5l gy (i gloael ) gyl I8
FUI SCES N PO [ P N PR Ut O BT g NS
el ooly aalol il 5l el slacled

el 5l il oly sedlae Loy i
B o ol gaobp YA (eSTLS (6,5 S
)'| (5 )9—a>) (§ > sl "'"_g)ll‘._fﬁ “F{Tw.mo)f
4_,.4){.61 )9—2 9 ()50 ol) )l RN VW W) LgLa:ulSA
ol soi sl J 5 o Lol 5 s a5 a il
Wl S ol e ldgiiy ol Lgz o VY
o oldll o oniS cogis ay LIl go—w 5l
G YoVY (gy9—2 VP 50 05,8 heals |y ol el g
Cigid b1y G ool glacl Sbls ol el (LI
e oy JuB bl a Lo e ais ST sS
ol Lol casiog ool ol 4 —assg 00, 5SS
D08,5 G iie |y L e Hgl Sl 58 5l esla ol Ly

Ol Gz 0 ols e YeVY ST ol o
S 0y ddom ay STy yo sl ol S cdlae
ol g gl Sil 58 5l eolaiwl Ly o3 51 el

Ll oudum o

s 3 b L LS bgi 5l ey
05 995 o Sl 45 0,550 5 05 5l (o9 5 N
G2 e (S5 il n 1) LI (s
0yl om0 SIS 1) « il olg s cdlae LS
S5 (50 D9 i $ B gae (e 4 (55|
Sl G130 Glas Slonsy 09,5 S s S
et Sl o] 655 5 Sl iz pLS G 5 0

3 oledire 45 Cwig,led Lolil IS Loy
ol VT g ey 3 dlyscdlae (55 i
syl 5l 4 (mlemel, (ml s,y o5 slagybl>
Ol (9w 5l St Lo o 9,8 gy
b S

Ao 1§ 55|y 8 GlwrsS 0 b (5l )0 atnke
Slyp 5l p asmes (Sl g Lied (L) Lies ool it
O Gz e sl Sl e o 5 S et |
Oldyixe =l 0068 oo 6 ST pilB aSog olgSdlae
3o 9 909 oot (il g calosl (Ll g
IRUELE PR BT S S PR Y

e—lomoly L sl olg>cdlae LS5 i
b )5S a0 (lpes S lols e
e olaiel als o eld Hau—Bg (e gd)lgno
Sl sl 53 =S ot Gl s
el 00, S Bl el LI salia iy

b_,bl)';.cl slacddls ol Lad oo 3 S Ly
aw| wlecdlae Ly s gloael lwsladl s

ouialy 5 dpnd (08 Sl 58S 5 LSy 4wl
g5

olsliel ol 0 wad e 51 ol
wslol ol Sadlae Lo G gloael o5 o
SR N DCIP S G PN POV

A iy gl g le—a Ly ST o>
OS50 (Lol ftae l g oo dmad LS
O3S s gl oS oo s Sl Gl el
Pl A )3 g oS (o 155 SLLE (i )
el S9d o0 DLl iz ) Ols—ie 4y (6,5
Slong 09,5 3 VVY ;e ¥V 0> 1068 (o0 6 5]
L s omyS 55 0 i sl o ol
Lol to 05 1,8 i (ol sy 50 LT m 5W0
S5 ) (4S5 oS I o 45 ily>
(odg—> LS j aiaeS ol jo (gl (gaaS A Koy
g wils 8 L L g (B)le Mo (Age laa
wolaiel aobld 5 (S J=1)) g lail ad>l) dLans

The protests of the Afghanistan Women's Movement
for Justice, like other civil protests, had no place

in the Taliban regime, and therefore, most of the
protesters faced the risk of arrest, imprisonment and
torture. On the 7th of March 2023, when the members
of this movement held a protest march in Share Naw
Kabul on the occasion of the 8th of March, the Taliban
forces ran over three protestors, including Mahbooba

Afzali, with a Ranger.
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Afghanistan Women's Movement for Justice;

Fight To The Death

However, after the arrest of protesters
by the Taliban and the escape of a number
of members of the movement, many mem-
bers have left the movement; But even so,
this movement has continued its protest
activities.

From the beginning of its formation
until now, the Afghanistan Women's
Movement for Justice has had 79 protest
programs in the form of gatherings, hold-
ing press conferences (in person, from
closed places and remotely) and issuing
announcements, most of which were held
in Kabul.

The first march of this movement,
which was held on September 3, 2021 at
Pashtunistan Crossroads in Kabul, was
turned violent by the Taliban. The Taliban
dispersed the protestors with anger and
later with the use of fire extinguishers and
extinguished the protest. On January 16,
2022, the Taliban violently suppressed the
street protest of the members of this move-
ment. The protesters had come to the street
because of the murder of Zainab Abdulla-
hi - who was shot by the Taliban at Unchi
checkpoint west of Kabul; But the Taliban
dispersed the protesters by using tear gas.

On October 1, 2022, protesters in the
Afghanistan Women's Movement for Jus-
tice held a protest march in response to the
attack on the Kaaj educational center. This
protest was suppressed by the Taliban us-
ing tear gas.

The protests of the Afghanistan Wom-
en's Movement for Justice, like other civil
protests, had no place in the Taliban re-
gime, and therefore, most of the protesters
faced the risk of arrest, imprisonment and
torture. On the 7th of March 2023, when
the members of this movement held a pro-
test march in Share Naw Kabul on the
occasion of the 8th of March, the Taliban
forces ran over three protestors, including
Mahbooba Afzali, with a Ranger.

Hoda Khomoush, a member of the Af-

ghan Women's Movement For Justice, tells
Silk Way that this movement do not have
a specific supporter and only through the
media and international meetings and pro-
tests, they bring their voices to the world
community.

On January 28, 2022, a dialogue relat-
ed to Afghanistan issues was held in Oslo,
the capital of Norway. The meeting was
attended by Thomas West, the US Special
Representative for Afghanistan, represen-
tatives of European countries, represen-
tatives of Afghan women's protest move-
ments, some Afghan politicians, and Amir
Khan Muttaqi, the Taliban's foreign min-
ister. This meeting was held while a num-
ber of members of the Afghan Women's
Movement for Justice, such as Parwanah
Ebrahimkhel, Tamna Zaryab Pariani and
her sisters, were in Taliban prison. Hoda
Khomoush, who participated in the Oslo
meeting as a representative of the female
protesters, presented a list of Afghan wom-
en's demands in this meeting; But before
starting the speech, in a gesture of protest,
Khamoush says to the Taliban's foreign
minister: "Mr. Muttaqi, you should call Ka-
bul right now so that the imprisoned girls
and women are released; Otherwise, I will
not speak." Muttaqi picks up the phone
and calls the Taliban officials in Kabul.

Members of the Afghanistan Women's
Movement for Justice currently communi-
cate with each other through WhatsApp,
Signal, Zoom and other relatively safe vir-
tual platforms.

The members of the Afghanistan Wom-
en's Movement for Justice, who are fighting
against the Taliban with the goal of achiev-
ing a society in which justice is established,
fighting against the policy of exclusion of
others - which women are a part of this
others - have endured many difficulties and
sufferings in this direction; But they never
intended to stop fighting the Taliban and
have continued struggles until now.

\ 4

Parwanah Ebrahimkhel, Tamna Zaryab
Pariani and her sisters, were in Taliban
prison. Hoda Khomoush, who participated
in the Oslo meeting as a representative of the
female protesters, presented a list of Afghan
women's demands in this meeting; But before
starting the speech, in a gesture of protest,
Khamoush says to the Taliban's foreign
minister: "Mr. Muttaqi, you should call Kabul
right now so that the imprisoned girls and
women are released; Otherwise, I will not
speak." Muttaqi picks up the phone and calls
the Taliban officials in Kabul.
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Paris Will Not Be My Kabul

Written by: Hafiz

Fatemah Ahmadi is one of the members
of the Afghanistan Women's Movement
for Justice. She grew up in Kabul, studied,
married and became a mother. She says
that all her childhood, teenage and youth
memories are in Kabul and Paris will never
be Kabul for her.

After the fall of the country and wom-
en's street protests, living conditions in Af-
ghanistan became difficult for her and she
had to leave the country. She currently lives
in Paris, the capital of France.

Start of protests

After August 15, Fatemah Ahmadi
stayed at home like most women. She says
that she knew silence and acceptance of the
situation means giving up and empower-
ing the Taliban group. She says: "I wanted
to do something to defend myself and oth-
er women's rights." She decides to look for
like-minded people who stand up for her
and other women's lost rights.

On October 10, 2021, Ms. Ahmadi par-
ticipated for the first time in the protest
program that was held in Karte Chahar,
Kabul. After this program, she thought that
she had found her path. She says, "I said to
myself, as a human being and a woman, we
must continue for our own future and the
next generation. They should know that we
are against what others decide for us. We
want social and political participation in
our country, and I could not remain silent
in the face of the violation of our most basic
human rights.”

After that, on October 26, Ms. Ahmadi
and other women protesters held a protest
march in front of the United Nations office
in Wazir Akbar Khan. In that protest, the
Taliban attacked the journalists and dis-
persed them from the area.

More than ten Taliban Ranger vehicles
surrounded the protesters and blocked
their way. "The Taliban threatened us to
turn off our mobile phones and waited
until one of their commanders, who had
a long beard and wore a black loincloth,
came and one of his men read the names
of each protester from the list in his hand
and He said that the place of good women
is at home and the place of bad women is
on the street.

The Taliban ordered them to return to
their homes with anger and threats and not
to try to hold demonstrations against the
regime again, otherwise they will be pun-
ished.

In that protest, except for a limited
number of male journalists who came to
prepare a report, no other man stood be-
side them with his presence on the street.
She says: It was incomprehensible to me
that the men of my country watched the
closing of their sisters' and children's
schools and universities and did nothing.
How could they look into the eyes of a child
who was left out of school and remain si-
lent? The women who were struggling with
the feeling of danger within a few steps on
the roads needed the support of the same
brothers and fathers who preferred silence
over litigation and instead of helping us
stand up, they condemned us and became
accomplices of our enemies. As a woman
who has felt this pain with all my being, I
complain about the men of my country un-
til they understand this and do not stand
up against it.

Of course, Fatemah Ahmadi does not

deny the support of a number of men who
supported women and says: "But there
were limited men who wrote articles or
supported us through their art, media and
cyberspace"

The protest movement of protesting
women started working spontaneously in
a unified group under the title (Women's
Political Participation Network). All the
members spontaneously came to the street
and shouted for justice with the slogan of
education, work and freedom, but later
there was a difference between the protest-
ing women and many other groups started
to operate under different titles.

They chanted the same slogan in dif-
ferent groups and had common goals. Ms.
Fatemha Ahmadi has worked with other
members of her group in the Afghanistan
Women’s movement for justice with a com-
mon goal for the women of Afghanistan.

Ms. Ahmadi says that the Afghanistan
women's movement for Justic with Sabra
Akbari and Hoda Khomoush has been a
strong and determined movement. She
adds that our work started with street pro-
tests at the beginning of this movement,
and with the imposition of countless re-
strictions by the Taliban and increasing
threats, we continued our protests in closed
and secret places in Kabul.

After the Taliban banned protesting in
the streets, the members of this movement
painted murals on the walls of Kabul and
had a prominent presence in the media and
social pages. They have not remained silent
in Pakistan and Iran, and have execute
their plans against the thoughts and orders
of the Taliban.

Fatemh Ahmadi says that "I worked
with the Afghanistan Women’s Movement
for justice for nearly three years, but I am
not a member of any movement at the mo-
ment. But until the girls and women of Af-
ghanistan do not get their human, political
and social rights, my struggle will continue
and I will stay by their side.

Currently, a large number of protest-
ing women, who until a year or two ago
were members of active protest groups and
shouted for justice for their fellow citizens
in the streets of Kabul, are in exile.

Despite being aware of the difficulties
of life in Kabul, Mrs. Ahmadi says: "As a
woman and a mother, I must say that life
in exile and displacement is very painful. In
my country, with the restrictions imposed
by the hated ruling group, as a woman you
cannot leave the house, work, take a taxi
and go to the park alone without a close
male member of the family escorts you.
You do not have the right to choose the col-
or and type of your clothes and it is some-
one else who should decide for you what to
wear, how to wear it and where to go.

It is very difficult to live in exile in a
country like Pakistan, where you have to be
with a close male member of your family
even to rent a place, otherwise you will not
be given a house.

It is painful to explain to different peo-
ple why you are living alone so as not to be
judged. The questioning and meaningful
looks of these people hurt our psyche every
moment. However, the burden of problems
and sadness that my contemporaries in Af-
ghanistan bear cannot be compared to the
suffering of migration. You have to work,
shout for justice and fight against the tyr-
anny of the ruler.
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A Movement For Equality

Written by: Adela Azin Nazari

On November 2022, Zarifa Yaqoubi, Ma-
soumah Hossaini, Zainab Rezaei, Ozra Hos-
saini and a number of other women went to
a hotel in Kabul's 18th Dashtbarchi district
where they announced the formation of the
"Afghanistan Women's Movement for Equal-

ity".

The forces of the Taliban terrorist group at-
tack at the end of the meeting announcing the
existence of the Afghan women's movement.
The forces of this group arrest Zarifa Yaqoubi
and three male journalists who participated in
this meeting. After handcuffing Ms. Yaqoubi,
four female soldiers take her away in a sepa-
rate car. One of those four soldiers put a black
map on Ms. Yaqoubi's head and took her to
the Taliban intelligence Agency. After that,
she was transferred to the Directorate 40 and
was imprisoned for 41 days.

The Afghanistan women's movement for
equality, led by Zarifa Yaqoubi, has continu-
ously worked against the anti-women poli-
cies of the Taliban. Ms. Yaqoubi, after being
released from the Taliban prison, went to
Pakistan and from there became a refugee in
Canada. When she was in Pakistan, she tried
to advocate for women's rights; An effort that
also continues in Canada.

Ms. Yaqoubi held many protest programs
in Islamabad, the capital of Pakistan, against
the denial of women's rights in Afghanistan.
On 138 July 2024, with a number of Afghan
and Iranian women's rights activists, she went
to the Canada Parliament and demanded the
formalization of gender apartheid in Afghan-
istan. Ms. Jolly also emphasized that Canada
supports all measures for a full investigation
into any type of sexual abuse of Afghan wom-
en and girls, including the ongoing investi-
gation by the Office of the Prosecutor of the
International Criminal Court into the situa-
tion in Afghanistan. She added: "The court's
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prosecutor’s office has confirmed that the sys-
tematic oppression of women and girls in Af-
ghanistan by the Taliban is an example of the
crimes defined in the Rome Statute."

In the Rome Statute, which is the basis for
the establishment of the International Crimi-
nal Court, sexual harassment is considered a
crime against humanity.

In the Canadian Parliament, Ms. Yaqou-
bi revealed the horrific crimes that are being
committed against women, Shia and Hazara
prisoners in the Taliban prison. In a meeting
in the Canadian Parliament, she said: "After
the takeover of the barbaric Taliban group, I
protested on the Kabul streets for the sake of
justice; But I was arrested by this group for
three reasons: being a woman, being a Shia,
and being a Hazara." Ms. Yaqoubi said in the
Canadian Parliament that the Taliban fighters
subjected her to mental and physical torture.
"The negative effects of those tortures still
hurt my soul and T still take medicine to be
able to forget those days."

Humiliation and religious insult, pulling
her hair, giving electric shocks and kicking,
keeping her in the morgue, not allowing her
to visit her family, and not having access to
health equipment and medicine, are some of
the tortures that Ms. Yaqoubi experienced in
the Taliban prison. But she adds that while
she was in prison, she heard the voices of
women begging the Taliban not to take off
their clothes and rape them.

In more than three years of Taliban rule
over Afghanistan, there have been many re-
ports of Taliban group assault on female pris-
oners, especially protesters, in the media.

For the first time, the Silk Way Weekly
has published the bitter memories of Zarifa
Yaqoubi from the Taliban prison on 7 August
2023, in a file called “Strange Exiles". In this
case, along with Mrs. Yaqoubi, the memories

of other female protesters have also been pub-
lished.
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Purple Saturdays movement; Threatened with Rape By The Taliban
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ertten by: Adele Azin Nazari
Translated By Mohammad Sakhi Rezaie

The "Purple Saturdays Movement", one
of the most active Afghan women's protest
groups against the Taliban, was formed
in Kabul after this group's domination of
Afghanistan with the slogan "right, justice
and freedom". The Purple Sundays Move-
ment now includes large groups of protest-
ing men and women who believe that the
only way out of the current situation, espe-
cially for women, vulnerable ethnic groups
and religious minorities in Afghanistan, is
a targeted struggle with the necessary in-
tellectual and organizational foundations
in order to overthrow the Taliban regime
and the Taliban thoughts.

Maryam Marouf Arvin, a journalist,
human rights activist and one of the found-
ers of the Purple Saturdays Movement,
says that she and her 10 friends, including
seven women and three men, started this
movement to bring about a change in the
prevailing situation of the Afghan society.
She says: "We formed this movement in
Paghman, Kabul, and at the beginning,
our activities were more conventional in
an official structure." Ms. Arvin says that
the name of the movement was chosen
because of the fact that Saturdays are as-
sociated with new beginnings and purple
is the color of hope; That is, the Purple
Saturdays Movement is the beginning of a
new leap of hope at the height of despair.
This movement is one of the most system-
atic protest movements against the Tali-
ban, which includes the Health and Sports
Committee, the Committee for the Support
of Ex-Servicemen, the Committee for Art
and Culture, the Committee for Planning
and Creating National Cohesion, the Um-
brella Committee for the Protection of
Vulnerable Ethnic Groups and Religious
Minorities, and the Committee for Afghan
Protesting Journalists and the committee
of women in political leadership.

The Goals of the Movement

According to the members of the Pur-
ple Saturdays Movement, this protest
group was created to support and defend
the rights and freedoms of all sections of
the society, especially women, religious
minorities and vulnerable groups from the
policies of the Taliban group. This move-
ment is trying to plan and create national
unity with intellectual coalition under the
umbrella of common thought and goals in

order to overthrow the "self-proclaimed
government of the Taliban" in Afghanistan.
The Purple Saturdays Movement strives
to form a regional and global consensus
against the Taliban group by defining the
Taliban and terrorism as a common enemy
for Afghanistan and the world. Another
important demand of this movement is the
formation of a legitimate, democratic and
decentralized system and government as
an alternative to the Taliban government
in Afghanistan. Ms. Arvin says that the
Purple Saturdays Movement considers it
its responsibility to fight against national
oppression, injustice, ethnic, sectarian, and
linguistic prejudices and efforts to ensure
social justice and equality among all ethnic
groups living in the country. And finally, to
raise awareness of the crime against hu-
manity, especially the crime against wom-
en and the violation of the human rights of
Afghan citizens by the Taliban, it works to
clarify the intellectual nature of the Taliban
from Sharia, Afghanism and Islamism that
the Taliban wants to institutionalize them.

Member Categories

The Purple Saturdays Movement has
been active in 12 provinces and its mem-
bers are from different social categories.
According to Ms. Arvin, educated women,
women and girls who left university and
school, and women who are illiterate, are
members of this movement and fight to
achieve their human rights. Currently, this
movement is mostly active in Kabul, Balkh,
Panjshir and Takhar and has few members
in Ghazni, Parwan and Herat provinces.

How The Purple Saturdays Movement
Works
The struggles of the Purple Saturdays
Movement are peaceful, civil and political.
At the beginning of its activity, this move-
ment held street protests and later, due to
the restrictions imposed by the Taliban, it
limited its protest programs in closed plac-
es. From the beginning of its formation
until now, the members of this movement
have protested individually and collective-
ly in the form of wall writing, launching
hashtags on social pages, writing leaflets,
issuing resolutions, publishing reports,
articles, issuing calls and appearing in the
media. The meeting of the members of this
movement is mostly online and the mem-
bers work individually from their homes
and visit each other wearing burqa.
...Imore on page 8
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Purple Saturdays movement;
Threatened with Rape By The Taliban
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Threats

Ms. Arvin says that the members
of the Purple Saturdays Movement
have been threatened with rape, be-
heading, and the issuing of arrest
warrants by the Taliban. According
to him, until now, seven members
of this movement have been ar-
rested by the Taliban, four of which
happened in Panjshir, and the pro-
testers were released with the me-
diation of the elders of the region.
However, the management of this
movement has refused to mediate
this issue because of the fact that the
detainees will not be harmed. Nas-
rin Rezael, a protester who has been
working as the deputy of the Purple
Mondays Movement since August
17, 2021 and has organized most
of the protest programs in Kabul,
has also experienced threats from
the Taliban. She says that she was
receiving messages from the Tal-
iban that told her: "Can you toler-
ate being raped by continuing these
actions [protest’]? When you are
imprisoned, these things are cer-
tain." The Taliban had told her that
if she was expelled from Afghani-
stan, they could threaten her family.
In a protest march on the occasion
of the one-year anniversary of Tal-
iban rule in Kabul, in which Ms.
Nasreen participated, the Taliban,
in the first moments of the march,
asked the protesters not to contin-
ue their protest. But the women
continue chanting and marching,
and after a few minutes, the Taliban
forces stand in front of them and
start shooting in the air, which dis-
rupts the march and disperses the
protesters. After a few moments,
she and 11 other protesting women
were arrested by the Taliban and
kept in an area near the place of the
march. Mrs. Nasreen says that the
Taliban forces interrogated them for
three hours and during this process,
besides insulting them, they threat-
ened them with death.

Darya - alias - another member
of the Purple Saturdays Movement,
who has been working as the person

responsible for holding protests in
Balkh since August 30, 2021, was
arrested by the Taliban on 14 No-
vember, 2022. On this date, the
Taliban, with the documents they
had, surrounded her house in one
of the northeastern provinces and
transferred he and her brother to
the police district. They spend five
days in the police district of the Tal-
iban, and then they are freed and
returned home with the mediation
of tribal elders and stay under house
arrest. Although the Taliban wants
to prevent their protest activities by
monitoring the female protesters,
these protesters are still trying to
fight to declare their presence and
achieve their human rights.

Achievements and Plans

In the last three years, female
protestors in Afghanistan have
launched extensive protests and
other initiatives against the poli-
cies of the Taliban, which have had
a wide impact on the global and
regional levels and have caused no
country to recognize the Taliban re-
gime. By chanting the slogan "rights,
justice and freedom", the protestors

and especially the Purple Saturdays
Movement are not seeking their cit-
izenship and civil rights and free-
doms from the Taliban, but they
are seeking to secure all the human
and Islamic rights and freedoms of
Afghan citizens, especially wom-
en, and ethnic groups and religious
minorities groups vulnerable to the
policies of the Taliban. In the begin-
ning, this movement had the larg-
est number of men on its side, and
even now, men are standing in the
ranks of these women's campaigns
and are fighting against Taliban ter-
rorism, regardless of gender. This
movement believes that "unless we
share the pain, there will certainly
not be a shared cure." They fight for
social justice and the end of national
oppression and the provision of a le-
gitimate, democratic and decentral-
ized system and government, based
on the votes of the people of the
country; Because they believe that
the Taliban are not changeable and
flexible. These women are deter-
mined to continue their civil strug-
gle until they are alive and to try to
preserve it. They say that "Taliban is
the common enemy of all of us and
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it is imperative to turn this common pain into a common cure."

After the return of the Taliban to power and the approach of
this group towards the citizens, many protest movements were
formed in Afghanistan and outside of this country, to fight for
the basic rights of the citizens, especially women and ethnic and
religious groups; It is a long and difficult road that the move-
ment still goes on.
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Violence and Prison;
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Consequences Of Protests Of Freedom and Prosperi-
ty Movement Against Taliban

Adela Azin Nazari
Translated By Mohammad Sakhi Rezaie

Following the Taliban's domination of Af-
ghanistan and the removal of women from the
political and administrative structures of the
society, a number of women who previously en-
joyed the freedoms of the republic period and
had an active presence in the society, could not
survive the deprivation of their basic rights and
were forced to face the exclusion policy. As a re-
sult, women protested; The protests that first
started in the street. One of these women, Ho-
maira Farhangyar, was the president of a uni-
versity in Kabul. After the return of the Taliban
to power, she formed a cohesive group with a
number of women's rights activists and her
friends in the idea of raising women's voices and
advocacy activities, which was named the Wom-
en's Movement for Prosperity and Freedom.

Mrs. Farhangyar, who was active in wom-
en's unity and solidarity movements, women's
movement for justice and a number of other
women's protest groups, says that she creat-
ed the Women's Movement for Prosperity and
Freedom in 2021 with the aim of expanding
protest addresses against the Taliban. The first
protest program of the movement was on Octo-
ber 2021 in Kabul in response to the arrest of a
girl from the 11th security district of Kabul, who
said in a video that she was sexually abused and
violently abused by the criminal director of this
group in her home during the search and confis-
cation of weapons.

Violence and Prison; The Consequences Of
Civil Protest Against The Taliban

Women's protest marches have always been
violently suppressed since the first weeks of the
Taliban's domination of Afghanistan, and many
protesters have been injured by the whips and
rifle butts of the Taliban forces during the pro-
tests, and Ms. Farhangyar is one of these pro-
testers. While attending a protest march next to
the Ministry of Women's Affairs, which is now
known as the Ministry of Promoting the Virtue
and Preventing the Vice, she fell to the ground
after the Taliban's aerial shots, which were
aimed at dispersing the protesters, and one of
the Taliban forces, with full force hits her back
with the butt of a gun. When this Taliban force
wanted to take Ms. Farhangyar with him, her
phone fell to the ground and she lost the ability
to get up. The Taliban member, letting go of her
hand, stops taking her and goes to the women
who are running away from the place. The pro-
testors take Homaira home with the injury that
was inflicted on her back from the blows of the
gun butt; When her condition worsens, she is
transferred to the hospital and remains under
the doctor's supervision for a long time. The
injury to Ms. Farhangyar's back turned into a
lumbar disc and she had to go to Pakistan twice

s

for treatment. But she has not recovered her
health yet.

In order to prove the tyranny of the Taliban
and their violent behavior towards women, Ms.
Farhangyar has shared her situation with var-
ious human rights institutions, including the
European Union and the United Nations.

The women's movement for Prosperity and
freedom, at first, takes to the streets to hold its
protest programs; However, after the intensifi-
cation of repression and the pursuit and arrest
of protesters by the Taliban forces, the mem-
bers of this movement are forced to leave their
homes and flee to the provinces.

Sakinah Rezaei - a pseudonym - one of the
female protesters who is a member of the Wom-
en's Movement for Prosperity and Freedom, be-
sides the violence of the Taliban, she also has the
bitter experience of being in the prison of this
group. She participated in marches and gath-
erings since the beginning of the women’s pro-
tests, which had not yet formed a movement.
In March of last year, when a women's protest
march was held in Dasht e Barchi of Kabul city,
which was held with the aim of reopening girls'
schools, the Taliban attacked them and eight
of them were arrested and taken to the police
district. Of these, five protesters were released
early; But Ms. Rezaei and two other girls stayed
in the Taliban detention center for one day and
night. While fasting, Rezaei did not receive any
food during her one-day stay in the detention
center. The Taliban called her family and the
family went to the court along with the Wakil-
e-Gozar and the Wakil-e-Mantaqa, and after
signing a bond, Mrs. Rezaei was released from
detention. The Taliban forced him to confess
for not participating in the protests and also re-
corded a video.

During the day and night that Ms. Rezaei
was detained by the Taliban, she suffered a lot of
violence from the forces of this group. She says:
"They hit me with their fists, they hurt me a lot
with electric shocks." Because I was a Hazara,
they insulted and humiliated me, and pulled my
hair. Every soldier who came would kick me in
turn. They were pulling my hair." Ms. Rezaei
has been subjected to mental torture in the de-
tention center, she says that "one day and night,
a thousand years have passed for me." From the
Women's Movement for Prosperity and Free-
dom, a man named "Sangar" was also arrested
during a protest meeting in a closed place and
was released after a short stay in prison. Accord-
ing to the members of the movement, the Tali-
ban tortured this young man terribly and asked
him for the address of the female protestors'
residence. But he refused to reveal it every time
he was tortured. According to Ms. Farhangyar,
after that, Sangar was not seen during the pro-
tests against the Taliban.

...Imore on pagel0
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Afghanistan Window of Hope Movement;
Advocacy and the bitter end of prison

Adela Azin Nazari
Translated by:
Rezaie

Mohammad Sakhi

The Window of Hope Movement has
been one of the most active protest move-
ments in the past three years. A small
group of this movement was created in
January 2022, and due to security reasons,
its protest plans were not made public until
March 2023.

The first protest staged by the Afghan-
istan Window of Hope Movement was on
March 8 and 9, 2023. Women in the "Af-
ghanistan Window of Hope Movement"
have come together with a peaceful ap-
proach from Ghor, Daykundi, Ghazni,
Maidan Wardak, Bamyan, Parwan, Bagh-
lan, Balkh, Takhar, Nangarhar and Ka-
bul. Safia Arefi, Halima Hemti, Nikbakht
and Atefeh are among the founders of this
movement and there are 12 members in
the leadership council of this movement.
A small number of men also participate in
this membership movement and in hold-
ing programs; But they come in front of
the camera less often. The window of hope,
as its name suggests, has risen from under
the rule of tyranny, to "be a aperture in the
heart of darkness, oppression and tyranny."

According to Safia Arefi, Afghanistan's
Window of Hope Movement was created
because of the harmony between human
rights activists and because of launching
marches, protest programs and other ac-
tivities in line with the principles of hu-
man rights. The most focus of this move-
ment has been on women's education and
work. Arefi, in relation to the reason for

the struggle of the Window of Hope move-
ment, says: "Only by achieving the right
to education, work, the right to freedom
of clothing and respect for human digni-
ty, freedom of speech and opinion, and by
observing the declaration of human rights
and related conventions, hope will return
to people's homes."

Scope of Protests

The members of the window of Hope
Movement started their activities in Kabul
and have been mostly concentrated in this
city. This movement has organized limited
protest programs in the streets of Kabuk;
However, more than 40 anti-oppression
protest programs have been held in closed
spaces and they have shouted for the res-
toration of women's rights against the op-
pression of Taliban group. Safia Arefi and
a number of members of this movement
have continued their protests in Pakistan,
and similarly, a small number of members
of this movement are protesting against
the Taliban in closed places in Bamyan. A
branch of the Window of Hope Movement
has recently been activated in Daykendi
and it is set to move even further.

Struggle Methods

Protesters in Afghanistan's Window of
Hope Movement portray the situation of
women under the shadow of the Taliban
by gathering, chanting, performing shows,
reading protest poems, issuing leaflets, re-
cording videos and launching hashtags. ...

...more on Pagell
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Since its establishment in 2021, the Women's
Movement for Prosperity and Freedom has held six
street protests and dozens of civil protests in closed
places (Underground protests and lawsuits with fa-
mous figures of human rights institutions).

After intensifying the suppression of women's
protests in the street, the Women's Movement for
Prosperity and Freedom takes its protest gatherings
to closed places, and in this way, it tries to bring the
wishes of Afghan women to the ears of the interna-
tional community.

Ms. Farhangyar, along with the fact that she
saw the street as a means of achieving her goals,
has turned her house into a center and bastion of
the fight against the Taliban and invites petitioners
and international media reporters to her house, in
order to stand against the Taliban and the silence
of the world during the execution of the crimes of
this group. She, in the role of women's rights activ-
ist, along with Julia Parsi and Hamasa, met with
the Vice President of the European Union and the
Office of the United Nations Assistance Mission for
Afghanistan (UNAMA) and discussed the return
of women and girls to work and education. They
mostly protested about the deprivation of women
after they were isolated.

In addition, Ms. Farhangyar has created a tai-
loring training center for women that helps them
learn a profession to generate income. She has cre-
ated another center for child labor that helps them
not to stop learning.

Fight until the last breath

Ms. Farhangyar believes that in order to reduce
the devastating consequences of the restrictions
imposed on women by the Taliban, women's rights
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Violence and Prison:...

activists should give up their interests and work for
the people. "I am happy to have the honor of hav-
ing sacrificed my interests for the interests of the
people,” she says. Ms. Farhangyar, while she in-
jured and not in good health due to participating
in the protest against the Taliban's suppression pol-
icy, says that she will continue to fight against the
restrictions imposed on women. Because, he has
come to believe that women must make sacrifices to
obtain their basic rights; Even if this sacrifice ends
at the cost of their health and life.

We will fight until the end for Afghan women
and the realization of our human rights, and we
are never afraid; Because we have to sacrifice our-
selves for freedom." Mrs. Farhangyar says; While
hundreds of thousands of Afghan girls do not have
the opportunity to study, "lawsuit is an integral part
of our duty; To raise the voice of women and our-
selves. We are with them to realize the dreams of
Afghan women and I hope, one day we will open
these closed doors and watch the sunrise of free-
dom."

Despite following the Taliban's policy of sup-
pressing and imprisoning protesters, Homaira
Farhangyar wants to stay in Afghanistan, protest
against inequalities and be a hand to help the cit-
izens

In the past three years, many women protesters
sacrificed their health and lives to restore women's
rights and tried to listen to them on the necessity
of having the basic rights of citizens while fighting
against the Taliban and at the same time being with
the people and giving them a sense of the support
that the women's Movement for Prosperity and
Freedom is also an example of such women.
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Afghanistan Window of Hope Movement;
Advocacy and the bitter end of prison

The Doha
meeft //13

The members of the window of Hope Movement started their
activities in Kabul and have been mostly concentrated in this
city. This movement has organized limited protest programs in
the streets of Kabuk; However, more than 40 anti-oppression
protest programs have been held in closed spaces and they
have shouted for the restoration of women's rights against the

oppression of Taliban group.

In many cases of human rights violations
and in connection with issues that are crucial
for the citizens of Afghanistan, the arrest and
torture of human rights activists and the geno-
cide of the Hazaras, especially women, they
have held a meeting and issued a declaration.

In the meantime, this group's reaction to
the Doha meetings can be mentioned.

When women in Afghanistan were not al-
lowed to leave their homes, protesters in the
Afghanistan Window of Hope Movement came
to the streets to demand their rights and that of
other women; However, every time they were
attacked and surrounded, cursed and insulted,
shot in the air, sprayed with tear gas and ex-
perienced arrest, imprisonment and torture by
the Taliban. Members of the movement have
moved several times to avoid being identified
and arrested by the Taliban, and some have
migrated outside Afghanistan. "We have
fought for three years with minimal personal
resources and we will continue our journey,"
they say.

Advocacy and the bitter end of prison

Halima Hemmatti, one of the founders of
Afghanistan's Window of Hope Movement,
was interrogated in January this year in the
Pol-e-Khushk area for protesting against the
arrest of her friend for not wearing the hijab
and when after her phone was searched by the
Taliban members and they found photos and
videos of protests on her phone, she was ar-
rested by them. Taliban forces transferred Mrs.
Hemmatti to the 18th police district of Kabul
city and kept her in custody for a day. She was
released due to her husband's efforts; But that
night, her husband had a cardiac arrest and
died. After this incident, Mrs. Hemmatti went
to Iran with her family.

Safia Arifi, another founder of the Afghan-
istan Window of Hope Movement, who has
protested in various ways against the Taliban's
anti-woman and violent policies, has also been

detained for hours in the Taliban's police dis-
trict. She participated in the December 22,
2022 march on Kabul University Street to pro-
test against the ban on girls' education. When
the Taliban commander realized that T was
taking pictures of the protest process with my
phone, he sent three Taliban forces after me.
They took my phone and beat me. while I was
holding her one-year-old daughter."I ran away
and went to the other side of the road near the
university wall; But they ran after me. They
beat me while my daughter was crouched in
my arms; They even dragged me to the ground
and tore my clothes." These Taliban forces take
Mrs. Arefi to their commander, and after slap-
ping Mrs. Arefi's face, he orders to put her on
a Ranger and take her to the PD. Mrs. Arefi
remains in detention for four hours and is re-
leased after giving a written and video commit-
ment not to disclose the torture and imprison-
ment of the same day and not to participate in
protest programs against the Taliban.

Ms. Arifi's brother was also arrested by the
Taliban in November 2023 for her protests.
Life in Afghanistan has become difficult for
Arifi's family since her father was killed by the
Taliban, who is now one of the group's leaders
in Daykundi, during the republic period. De-
spite these threats, Arifi says she is working to
promote and defend human rights so that oth-
er Afghan women imprisoned in their homes
can look out their windows with light and
hope. “We are working to bring light and hope
back into the lives of Afghan women,” she said
on behalf of the Window of Hope Movement.
We hope that a window of hope will open to the
hearts of Afghan women.”

Even though the members of Afghanistan's
Window of Hope Movement have been threat-
ened by the Taliban many times and surround-
ed and harassed by the Taliban in marches and
street protests, they still continue their activi-
ties and want it to continue.
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Women's Movement in Takhar, Badakhshan and Kunduz;

"Afghanistani Women Give up"

Written by: Adela Azin Nazari
Translated by: Mohammad Sakhi Rezaie

After Taliban returned to power on 15 Au-
gust 2021, civil society institutions were de-
activated and civil activists were expelled from
Afghanistan due to the impossibility of con-
structive activities. During this period, women
in a number of provinces and mostly in Kabul,
stood up against the Taliban and protested
against the group's way of thinking and deal-
ing with the values of human rights, especially
women's fundamental rights. Meanwhile, Pari-
sa Mubarez, who was in charge of the women's
sports department in the department of phys-
ical education of Takhar before the collapse of
the republic, and at the same time worked in the
department of education in this province, tried
to form a group to fight against the repressive
policy of the Taliban.

while she was dismissed from her job, had
to watch the restrictions imposed by the Taliban
on women, along with the unhappiness of be-
ing deprived of her right to work. This situation
gave her more motivation to fight for the resto-
ration of Afghan women's rights. In these days,
women in Takhar could not leave their homes
without the escort of a close male relative, and
according to Mrs. Parisa, if women's clothing
was not in accordance with the Taliban's code,
they would be beaten and tortured. She adds
that the Taliban in Takhar have repeatedly hu-
miliated and tortured women who wore high-
heeled shoes, or had belts and hairgrips.

Seeing the oppression of women in Takhar
by the Taliban, Parisa Mubarez, along with a
number of women, students, school principals
and teachers, athletes and other social groups,
gathered and stood against the Taliban. The
number of women was more than 200. At
this time, popular uprisings and women's pro-
test groups were active in other provinces; But
Takhar residents were less likely to criticize and
oppose the Taliban's policies.

Mrs. Mubarez and other protesting girls
and women, especially women, which later
became known as the Takhar Women's Move-
ment, stood up and took to the streets to seek
justice and restore their rights and other Afghan
citizens.

Takhar Women's Movement, in its first
protest program on December 1, 2022, took to
the streets in the city of Talugan, the center of
Takhar, and marched against the policy of ex-
cluding women from social life. That day, this
movement was operating without a specific
name. The march was disrupted by aerial fire
and water spray from the Taliban. The next
day, protesters gathered and planned another
march. The group's second march was held on
December 4, when the Taliban again disrupted
the protest with aerial fire and protesters fled;

naependent Coalition
Women's Protest |

However, five of the protesters were arrested
by the Taliban and their fate is still unknown
because their contact numbers are inactive
yet. Takhar Women's Movement continued to
protest against the restrictions imposed by the
Taliban on women; However, the Taliban had
warned them if they come to the street again,
they will be directly shot by gunfire. However,
these women started protest marches 12 times;
But with the intensification of the threats, their
lawsuits were closed and continued in this way.

In the Takhar women's movement, women
have provided education to girls in addition
to protest activities. Eight months ago, Parisa
Mubarez, by selling her gold and computer, set
up a new smart home school, which now has
five women volunteering to teach more than 70
students. Four months ago, another branch of
this school started its activity in Badakhshan,
where women volunteer to teach 30 students.
In all these schools, the necessary educational
materials are prepared by Parisa Mubarez.
Arrests and prison experiences

Ms. Parisa Mubarez was arrested by the
Taliban in Takhar on February 12, 2022, along
with her brother, and spent a night and two days
in detention. After the efforts of Ms. Mubaraz's
family, she was released on bail by tribal elders
and paid a fine of 160,000 Afghanis; However,
Ms. Mubarez also provided a written commit-
ment to not protest against the Taliban again.
In July 2023, when Parisa Mubarez was at her
brother's house in Takhar, a member of the Tal-
iban, who had recently moved to her brother's
neighborhood, reported her to the Taliban's se-
curity area. That night, after Mrs. Mubarez trav-
els to Kabul with her father, some Taliban forces
enter her house and search the whole house to
find her. Continuing the threats against Parisa
Mubarez, in October 2023, one of the Taliban
forces called her and threatened her with death
and said: "If we arrest you this time, we will kill
you."

A trip to Mazar-e-Sharif

Parisa Mubariz continued her struggle af-
ter being released from Taliban custody; Be-
cause she believed that if women did not pro-
test against the Taliban's restrictions on their
way, the Taliban's oppression of women would
continue. For this reason, the Taliban's threats
against Ms. Mubarez continued. The group's
forces contacted her brother and threatened to
arrest Parisa.

The narrowing of the living space for Mrs.
Mubarez in Takhar, caused her to go to Balkh
and rest for a while, to recover her physical
and mental health that was damaged in the
detention center. In the detention center, Ms.
Mubarez's head and back were injured due to
being beaten with a gun butt by the Taliban and
she has been undergoing treatment for a year.

...more on page 13
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Women's Movement in Takhar, Badakhshan and Kunduz;
"Afghanistani Women Give up"

The doctors tell Parisa Mubarez that she needs to be

operated to find her health; But economic problems have
caused him to settle for eating and injecting painkillers.
As aresult of the Taliban's physical and mental tortures,
Mrs. Mubarez's mind has weakened and has got minor
amnesia disease. With unhappiness in the bottom of his
voice, she says: "Like a battery that is being charged, I

walk with the help of medicines and injections.

After staying in Mazar-e-Sharif for 85 days, Mubarez
returns to Takhar for family reasons. One of these days,
while sneaking out of the house, on the street, she sees
a woman walking with her child and talking to some-
one on the phone. All of a sudden, four Taliban forces
arrive and immediately punch and kick the woman in
the face. The mother and child are both screaming; But
the Taliban did not stop beating. No one dared to ask
why this woman was being tortured. After seeing this
scene, when she comes home, Mrs. Mubarez calls other
female protesters and asks them to continue their pro-
test against the Taliban's misogyny. But they refused
and said: "You have just been released from prison and

if they arrest you this time, they will not let you live."
Mrs. Mubarez repeats again that "No! If they arrest me, imprison me and torture me or whatever

happens, let's continue.”

In the past year, Mrs. Mubarez was almost
arrested by the Taliban forces many times. One
summer day last year in Takhar, a Talib grabbed
Mrs. Mubarez by her hand while she was walk-
ing in the city, dragged her to a corner and
threatened to arrest her. After getting rid of this
incident, Mrs. Mubarez called her brother and
left for Kabul the same day.

Now Mrs. Mubarez's friends should contin-
ue their protest plans in Takhar, following her
advice. In Takhar, these protests have continued
under the management of Soraya Hassas and
her colleagues such as Zakira Yagoubi, Marufah
Jesour, Madina Mohammadi, Mursal Hamidi,
Shukriya Rahimi, Shakiba Sharifi, Farzaneh
Mohammadi, Sangmah Ahmadi and many oth-
ers.

Badakhshan women's movement

After the threats to her in Takhar increased,
Mubarez went to Badakhshan and together with
a number of women, created the "Badakhshan
Women's Movement" in November 2022 and
launched her first protest program on the 25th
of this month. This movement also held three
other street protests, and after that, due to secu-
rity threats, the protests of this movement have
continued in closed places.

This movement is led by Parisa Mubarez
and manages its protest programs from a dis-
tance. Mrs. Sakha, who is in charge of coordi-
nating the programs of the women's movement
in Badakhshan, says that she witnessed in Ba-
dakhshan how Mrs. Mubarez motivated women
to protest and made them understand that they
should fight for their rights. This movement has
launched more than forty protest programs to
bring the voice of Afghan women to the ears of
the world, and their goal has been to achieve
women's basic rights. The Badakhshan Wom-
en's Movement now has nearly 40 members
and is organized and managed personally by
Mrs. Saeida Rasouli and Homira Sakha, under
the supervision of Parisa Mubarez.

Kunduz Women's Movement

Mubarez traveled to several provinces to
save her life because of threats from the Taliban;
But as soon as she moved to each new location,
she resumed his protest activities. During her
stay in Kunduz, she gathered a number of wom-
en in the province to protest against the Tali-
ban's repressive policies. Ms. Mubarez stayed in
the province for three months and during her
stay, she received a call from the Taliban in Sep-
tember 2028 threatening to stop her activities;
But she remained steadfast and formed new
groups to fight.

The women's movement in Kunduz has
22 members and has launched 28 protest pro-
grams so far; Protests that have led to the arrest
and imprisonment of protesters.

Farzanah Nawabi, the representative of the
Kunduz Women's Movement, says that in the
first external protest of this movement, the Tali-
ban disrupted their gathering and detained four
girls, each of whom remained in prison for one

and two months. Nawabi says that the families
of the imprisoned protestors did not let this
story become the media; Because according to
their own opinion, they did not want "their rep-
utation and honor to be stained."

The women's movements in Kunduz and
Badakhshan are a subset of Takhar's wom-
en's movement, which all have 10 leadership
members. In Kunduz, Mozhgan Rahimi and
some other women’s rights activists manage
the programs. Mubarez lived in these provinces
sometimes in rented rooms and sometimes in
the houses of his relatives and acquaintances;
But after some time, they did not shelter him
due to the fear of the Taliban. According to
Ms. Mubarez, they said that "you are working
against the Taliban's rules; You can create a se-
curity problem for us too."

Fighting from Iran

Because of her continued protest activities,
Parisa Mubariz was no longer safe from the
Taliban threat in any province and finally em-
igrated to Iran four months ago to avoid being
arrested and tortured by the group. There, too,
she formed a group to advocate for women's
rights. "Just as we sacrificed our lives and dig-
nity, we are fighting for the comfort of Afghan
women," she says.

According to Mrs. Mubarez, the threats of
the Taliban in Iran are also bothering her. He
says that many times she witnessed a man wear-
ing Taliban clothing following him while walk-
ing in the streets of Tehran. In order to get rid
of this worry, Ms. Mubarez could not move due
to economic problems, but she was forced to go
to her friend's house in Karaj one midnight and
is still there.

In Iran, she is also protesting against the
Taliban and seeking to provide scholarships
for Afghan girls. In the past year, a number of
members of the Takhar Women's Movement
have migrated to Iran and Pakistan; But they
have continued to fight against the Taliban's an-
ti-woman policies. Members of the movement,
who have migrated to Pakistan, are also plan-
ning to form a protest team there and are also
working to expand the protests of Afghan wom-
en. While the Takhar women's movement faces
many difficulties in the struggle, Ms. Mubaraz
says: "Until women's rights are given to them,
until the Taliban are held accountable in the
world and the Taliban are not held accountable
and taken Taliban To the Hague for what they
are doing against women in Afghanistan, our
struggle will continue. Afghan women are not
submissive and isolated.”

The restrictions imposed by the Taliban on
women in the last three years have forced many
women to protest against this situation, and
some of them have gathered in tight groups to
make their protests effective and are suing for
the restoration of women's rights; A way that
these protestors believe can cause more protests
to be reflected and prevent more women from
being removed.
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Afghan Women's History Transformation Movement;

Written by: Adela Azin Nazari
Translated By Mohammad Sakhi Rezaie

The Afghan Women's History Transforma-
tion Movement, which is one of the last women's
protest movements, was established on Febru-
ary 1, 2024, by Ruqiya Saie in Kabul city, with
the aim of suing for women's rights. Ms. Sa'i
says: "On February 1, 2024, I founded the Af-
ghan Women's History Transformation Move-
ment to fight and act against the ongoing op-
pression of Afghan women and people and to be
a voice in the choked throat of Afghan women."
Ms. Saie adds that the Afghan Women's History
Transformation Movement had twenty mem-
bers at the time of its existence. This movement,
without the financial support of internal and
external institutions, has continued its activities
with the personal resources of its members, and
the number of its members has now reached 50.
Since the Afghan Women's History Transfor-
mation Movement was formed at a time when
women could not openly protest against the
Taliban, this movement carries out its protest
activities in Afghanistan in closed places and
through social media; But outside of Afghan-
istan, there have been several street protests.
Saie says: "I myself and some of our members in
Germany take an active part in street protests.”
According to Saie, the Afghan Women's History
Transformation Movement has so far held more
than 10 protest programs in closed places and
issued 14 declarations against the restrictions
imposed by the Taliban, which are mostly made
public through Facebook and X.

Protests and Announcements

1: The Women's History Transformation
Movement has issued a declaration on February
29 on Soldier's Day.

2: The Afghan Women's History Transfor-
mation Movement held a protest program in a
closed place in Kabul on March 8, the Interna-
tional Day of Women, and issued a declaration
in support of women.

3. On March 20, this movement issued a
declaration on the occasion of Nowruz Interna-
tional Day.

4: The Afghan Women's History Transfor-
mation Movement, Issued a declaration and
lawsuit demanding to free three women arrest-
ed by the Taliban in Kabul;

5: The Afghan Women's History Trans-
formation Movement, on April 9 of this year,
issued an announcement to join the global
campaign to criminalize and formalize gender
apartheid in Afghanistan.

6: On March 27 of this year, this movement
participated in the 10th city-to-city protest car-
avan against gender apartheid in Friedenplatz,
Dortmund, Germany, and issued a statement in
this regard.

The lalan
DR Seive zam

7: On May 4, 2024, the Afghan Women's
History Transformation Movement issued a
declaration on the occasion of World Press Day
and commemorating the role of the media in
the formation of communication.

8: On May 16, 2024, this movement issued
a declaration in support of the popular uprising
of Badakhshan people against the violence of
the Islamic Emirate forces.

9: On June 29, this movement participated
in the global march to boycott the Doha meet-
ing and deal with terrorism in Pakistan and is-
sued a resolution.

10: On July 1 of this year, the Afghan Wom-
en's History Transformation Movement par-
ticipated in a global march to boycott the third
Doha meeting in Cologne, Germany, and issued
a statement in this regard.

11: On July 6 this year, this movement is-
sued a statement in response to the statements
of Mullah Yahya Anani, a prayer leader in Pan-
jshir, who said that female protesters should be
naked in public places.

12: The Afghan Women's History Transfor-
mation Movement issued a statement on July
26, 2024, in response to the statements of the
Chargé d'affaires

of the American Embassy in Afghanistan,
who said that the situation in Afghanistan has
become as what the people wanted.

13: On July 29 of this year, this movement
issued a statement condemning the arrest of
Rahim Saeedi and Mr. Panahi, a university pro-
fessor.

14:: This movement took part in a joint dec-
laration published by protest movements to
fight terrorism at the same time as two Afghans
attacked the German police.

14:: According to Mrs. Saie, the public meet-
ings of the Afghan Women's History Movement
are held online via Zoom or WhatsApp; But the
meetings of the members of this movement in
Kabul and Pakistan are in person. Mrs. Saie says
that the members of this movement are from
Bamyan, Maidan Wardak, Kunduz and Kabul;
But protest programs of this movement have
been held only in Kabul, Pakistan and Germany.

Ms. Saie, the chief manager of Afghan
Women's History Transformation Movement,
has been arrested and imprisoned twice by the
Taliban. She then went to Germany due to secu-
rity threats. However, Saie says that the struggle
of the members of the Afghan Women's History
Transformation Movement will continue until
the citizens achieve their basic rights, the for-
mation of an inclusive and citizen-oriented gov-
ernment, and the removal of the Taliban from
power in Afghanistan.

The Afghan Women's History Transforma-
tion Movement which now only has protest and
lawsuit programs, plans to build a special secret
school for women in the near future.

A throat for Women's Voices
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Afghanistan Powerful Women's Movement;
A Struggle To Establish Justice

Written by: Adela Azin Nazari
Translated By Mohammad Sakhi Rezaie

Only 18 days had passed since the Taliban
take overrule over, that is, on September 3,
women in Herat took to the streets and pro-
tested in response to the deprivation of some
of their basic rights. After that, women came
to the street in front of the Ministry of Finance
and President’s Office of Administrative Affairs
in Kabul city and raised their voice of protest.
A number of these women created a protest
movement called "Afghanistan Powerful Wom-
en's Movement" to coordinate their plans in the
future; Of course, there is a difference regarding
the creator and leader of this movement.

Monesa Mubarez, a protester who partic-
ipated in the September 4 protest movement
against the Taliban administration, claims that
she formed the Afghanistan Powerful Women’s
Movement of Power movement on November 6,
2021 with a number of participants in this pro-
test movement. On the other hand, Rokhsha-
nah Rezaei, another protester, claims that she
has formed and leads this movement. Ms. Re-
zaei tells Silk Way that she created the Afghani-
stan Powerful Women's Movement with Basira
Nikzad, Sima Sahar Yaftali, Samira Khairkhah,
Narges Sadat and Zarifa Yaqoubi.

As for the reason behind the naming of Af-
ghanistan Powerful Women's Movement, Ms.
Mubarez and Ms. Rezaei both agree. The Silk
Road weekly, in a conversation between these
two protesters, says; At a time when Taliban was
successively restricting the rights and freedoms
of women by issuing a declaration, it was nec-
essary for powerful women to stand up against
this group. Therefore, the name of this move-
ment was chosen as "Afghanistan Powerful
Women's Movement".

Struggle Method

The Afghanistan Powerful Women’s Move-
ment started its activities with protest marches
and gatherings in the street, and then, due to
the violence of the Taliban and the imprison-
ment of its members, it held its protest pro-
grams in closed places, which has continued
until now. However, as long as it was possible,
the members of this movement protested in-
tensively in the streets against the Taliban from
time to time; In a way that they did not make a
public call, only a few people planned together
and protested in a place far from the reach of
the Taliban, with more escape routes; But later,
when this becomes impossible, the protests of
this movement continue by writing letters and
emails to international organizations, holding
special campaigns and protesting with the lan-
guage of music and group whispering, holding
press conferences and creating secret schools.

From the beginning of its formation, the Af-
ghanistan Powerful Women’s Movement has or-
ganized more than 50 protest programs. These
programs have been held in the cities of Kabul,
Balkh, Quetta, and Islamabad in Pakistan, as
well as in Iran; Programs for which no institu-
tion has provided financial cooperation to this
movement. Mrs. Mubarez says: "We didn't have
a sponsor from the beginning and we still don't
have one. If money and support was needed,
only our members would contribute from their
personal property. For example, those members
of ours who had better financial conditions took
part in the printing of the banner, in providing
the money for small items such as markers and
some publications."

As long as the Afghanistan Powerful Wom-
en's Movement could start a protest march and
gathering in the streets, its members would
gather together and plan their activities before
holding the protest; But later, when the Tali-
ban intelligence follows the protesters, they are
forced to communicate with each other through
WhatsApp and email or another safe way, and
develop plans for their protests.

At the beginning of the street struggles of
Afghanistan Powerful Women's Movement,
men were also with the women protesters;
But according to Ms. Mubarez, since the Tali-
ban initially arrested male protesters, the space

for male cooperation was limited sooner. Mrs.
Mubarez says that after the arrest and torture
of several male colleagues of the APWM no
other man was present in the street protests of
this movement; But behind the scenes, the men
remained partners. Men stayed with women
protesters in writing and editing the text, pub-
lishing materials, financial cooperation, and in
the protests of Pakistan to coordinate with the
police.

How many members of the movement were
tortured?

Since the beginning of women's street pro-
tests in the cities, the Taliban tried to silence
these movements by arresting and torturing the
protesters, and the members of the Afghanistan
Powerful Women's Movement was an exception
from this suppressing policy. Monesa Mubarez
says that the members of this movement have
been arrested and tortured many times by the
Taliban. In one of the protests in Kabul, 15
members of the Afghanistan Powerful Wom-
en's Movement were taken hostage by the Tal-
iban for two and a half hours. On August 13,
on the occasion of the one-year anniversary of
the collapse of the republic, 10 members of the
Afghanistan Powerful Women's Movement, in-
cluding Monsa Mubarez, were imprisoned in an
underground for four hours. These protestors
were released after the physical inspection and
taking their mobile phone of Mrs. Mubarez by
the Taliban. Another time, in a street protest,
30 members of the movement were injured
with butts and rifle shafts, and two of them,
named Khatira Rasakh and Narges Sadat, were
arrested and imprisoned. Khatira was released
on bail two days later. She, who was two months
pregnant, had an abortion of her fetus, after the
release, due to the torture she suffered from the
Taliban forces. Narges Sadat stayed in Taliban
prison for 66 days. She was released with bail,
money, pressure from the media and the Unit-
ed Nations, and the protests of the girls. After
Ms. Sadat's release from Taliban prison, an or-
der was issued to arrest two other members of
this movement, who were forced to flee from
Kabul to the provinces, and the Taliban found
out about the three provinces they went to and
searched for them. In order not to be arrested
by the Taliban, these two protesters constantly
change their place of residence.

Ms. Mubarez says that another member
of the APWM, who was the gender advisor of
the Ministry of Interior in the previous govern-
ment, had her home in Kabul besieged twice
by the Taliban. But she was not at home. This
protester was on the run in Baghlan and Kun-
duz for six months and finally fled to Pakistan
through smuggling for fear of being arrested by
the Taliban.

When Monsa Mubarez was in Kabul, her
house was besieged twice by the Taliban. But,
both times she was not at home. After an inter-
view she had with TOLOnews in which he talks
about Taliban leaders, the Taliban Ministry of
Defense issues a direct arrest warrant for her.
Mrs. Mubariz lived secretly for two months af-
ter this issue and finally, with the cooperation of
an institution, she was transferred to Pakistan
through Torkham border.

Although there are many difficulties and
threats in the way of Afghanistan Powerful
Women's Movement, its members, the mem-
bers of APWM say like other female protesters,
they will continue their struggle against the Tal-
iban in different ways until justice is established
in Afghanistan.
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The Balkh Women's Movement for Justice;
From detention to rape by the Taliban

Written by: Adela Azin Nazari
Translated By Mohammad Sakhi Rezaie

Following the Taliban's domination of Af-
ghanistan and the restriction of women's rights,
a number of students, employees of institu-
tions and human rights activists agreed to pro-
test against the Taliban on September 4, 2021
in Balkh and created a group on Facebook for
planning the relevant activities of the group.
Most of these women, who did not know each
other, gathered in this group and decided to cre-
ate a movement for regular and continuous pro-
tests against the Taliban's suppression policy.
On the 6th, 8th and 9th of September this year,
these women protested in the streets of Balkh
against the restrictions imposed on women by
the Taliban, and The Balkh Women's Move-
ment for Justice was formed from here.

On the 9th of September, when the pro-
testers had a protest march in the streets of
Mazar-e-Sharif, the center of Balkh, the intel-
ligence of the Taliban arrested nearly 40 female
protesters with full violence, and some of them
managed to escape from the Taliban. Following
this event, the members of the movement were
reduced to 20-25 people and after that, in order
to avoid being arrested by the Taliban, they held
their protest programs in closed places.

The protestors who managed to escape
from the hands of the Taliban during the Sep-
tember 9 march, did not know about the status
and whereabouts of the detained members for
several days. Later, when the detainees were re-
leased and the news of this event became pub-
lic, the survivors of the movement learned about
their situation.

In order to kill the protest spirit of the pro-
testers, the Taliban physically and mentally tor-
tured the protesters in the prison, and in some
cases, gang-raped them and shot some of them
and left their bodies on the street.

A member of The Balkh Women's Move-
ment for Justice who wanted to use the pseud-
onym "A. H" mentioned her, in the Silk Road
weekly, she says: "The Taliban beat, abducted,
gave electric shocks and sexually assaulted the
women in an interview in Balkh. After all this
rampage, they finally killed a group and threw
their bodies." She adds that the Taliban used to
say to the detained women that "they are pros-
titutes". Because, believing women who do not
protest against the Islamic Emirate. "With this
claim, they beat the women so much that they
fainted and took them to another place and sex-
ually assaulted them."

"A. H" who hermself has the experience of
being imprisoned by the Taliban, says: "All 1
can say is that God will not take even our enemy
captive to the Taliban. The Taliban are so cru-
el that it cannot be imagined. "When we were
imprisoned, we spent the worst possible time in
the Taliban prison." According to "A. H", along
with Taliban's violence against imprisoned
women, the families of these women have treat-
ed them in the worst possible way after their
release. She adds: "Most of the girls who were
sexually assaulted by the Taliban in prison were
killed by their families after their release.”

Pursuing and threatening members of the
movement by the Taliban

After arresting a group of women protesters
in Balkh, the Taliban were continuously chasing
the protesters who managed to escape from the
site of the September 9 protest. In the course of
their pursuits, Taliban intelligence found the
addresses of closed places where women held
their protest programs and raided the place to
arrest the protestors.

After street protests became impossible in
Balkh, the members of The Balkh Women's
Movement for Justice held a meeting in Suma-
ya Shirzad's house for a while, and there they
stood against the Taliban by holding protest
programs. But after the Taliban became aware
of this issue, Sumaya was constantly on the run
and could not stay at home. "A. H" says; Since
the Taliban have been chasing her, she has been
constantly running away and changing her

place of residence. She, who was an employee
of the United Nations, says that after the arrest
of the female protesters on the 9th of Septem-
ber, she went to the Taliban intelligence office
in Balkh from the address of the same organi-
zation and asked its officials to release the ar-
rested women. "I personally went to the Taliban
intelligence department and said that when you
arrested the girls, I witnessed the scene and saw
it with my own eyes. Of course, I could not say
that T objected to women; But as I said, I was
passing by when I saw the women's protest and
your arrest.” A. H. also tells her colleagues at
the United Nations to follow up on the detained
women; But the Taliban tell the UN employees
that they do not know about those women and
that they are not in the prisons of this group.
After "A. H" finds out about the detained
protestors from the intelligence of the Taliban,
this institution found out that she was also
among the protestors and they were chasing her.
"The Taliban have been chasing me ever since. It
even got to the point where I changed houses
every five hours every day. In every new house
I went to, they found my address after four to
five hours, and I had to change houses before
they arrived." Ms. "A. H" is forced to come from
Balkh to Kabul in order not to be arrested by the
Taliban; However, he was finally arrested by the
Taliban in this city. After some time and after
many tortures suffered by Taliban women, they
were released from the Taliban prison with a
group of female protesters and fled the country.

Leaving Afghanistan to save life

"A. H", says that due to the continuation
of the threats of the Taliban, some members of
The Balkh Women's Movement for Justice were
forced to leave Afghanistan. According to her,
Somaya Shirzad, Zahra Mousavi, Zahra Mirzad,
Somaya Rahimi, Qodsiah Shojazadah, Karima
Shojazadah, Razia Rahimi, Fatemah Ghiathi,
Sima, Sediga Rauofi, Soraya Karimi, members
of this movement, after being threatened, ar-
rested and tortured many times, to save lives,
they are forced to be expelled from Afghanistan
and each of them is displaced in a corner of the
earth.

The members of Balkh women's movement
for justice have dispersed after being arrested,
and now there are 10 to 15 protesters left in this
movement. According to "A. H., Balkh women's
movement for justice has organized three street
protests and 12 protest programs in closed plac-
es since its inception. The last protest program
of this movement was held on January 20, 2022
in a closed place.

In the past three years, many women in dif-
ferent provinces came to the streets and raised
their voice for justice against the Taliban's poli-
cy of eliminating women, and groups held pro-
test programs in closed places. But in any case,
they faced the violence of the Taliban and faced
the difficulties of their lives to be a voice for the
demands of Afghan women.
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Afghan Women's Voice Movement;

Written by: Adela Azin Nazari
Translated By Mohammad Sakhi Rezaie

"Afghanistan Women's Voice Movement"
is the first protest movement of Afghan wom-
en in Iran. Hadiah Sahibzadeh, the leader and
founder of this Movement, went to Iran in
March 2022 because of the threats she received
from the Taliban, and after three months, in
June 2022, she brought together a number of
immigrant women in this country with a com-
mon goal. They stood up against the Taliban.
Among these people, there were human rights
and women's rights activists, journalists, teach-
ers and soldiers of the former government and
started to sue with the slogans of "Education,
Work, Freedom" and "Freedom, Justice, Equal-
ity".
The Afghan Women's Voice Movement, by
holding secret protest programs in closed plac-
es, has tried to be the voice of Afghan women
who are suffering from deprivation under the
rule of the Taliban and to shout this voice in the
best way possible.

Functions and Programs

The Afghan Women's Voice Movement in
Iran held two street protests after its formation;
But due to the restrictions of the Iranian gov-
ernment, the protest of this group was moved
to closed places. The first street protest of this
movement was held in front of the German em-
bassy in Tehran in response to the acceptance
of the Taliban representative in Germany. In
this protest program, members of the Afghan
Women's Voice Movement were photographed
without permission, and two policemen and an
Iranian intelligence force threatened them with
arrest and prosecution for their activities.

The members of the Afghan Women's Voice
Movement have protested against the holding
of the third Doha meeting, the gender apart-
heid exerted by the Taliban in Afghanistan, and
also in response to the imprisonment of polit-
ical prisoners including Julia Parsi, Neda Par-
wani and Manijeh Siddiqui. This movement
protested against every order issued by the
Taliban, which was against international laws
and human rights, by issuing a declaration and
asked the world to stand by them and bring the
Taliban to justice for their crimes and primitive
policies.

In addition to issuing protest notices, the
Afghan Women's Voice Movement currently
creates secret schools for female students above
the sixth grade in remote parts of Afghanistan
and teaches them voluntarily. Members of the
Afghan Women's Voice movement organize
literacy classes, psychological counseling and
online health awareness for women staying at
home in the country. These protesting women
also work to deliver aid to needy women, some
of whom live inside and others live in Iran.

Fighting through education

Members

The members of the Afghan women's voice
Movement from Iran and Afghanistan have
come together, among which 35 people from
Afghanistan and 53 people from different prov-
inces of Iran are active in this movement. Most
of the members of this movement live in Iran.
Members who protest from inside Afghanistan
live in Badakhshan, Daykundi, Kabul, Nangar-
har and Ghazni provinces. Batul Sadat, Fate-
meh Khaleqi, Safura Seljuqi, Nilab Omarkhil,
Shazia Ahmadi, Sara Sadat, Zainab Sadat and
Shahrabano Hussaini are some of the members
of this movement.

In the structure of Afghan Women's Voice
Movement, men also stand by women and fight
to achieve the rule of human rights values. This
movement believes that in the fight against the
Taliban, it should also have the support of men.
This movement wants to organize popular up-
risings with the cooperation of men and recruit
and train people for military conflict with the
Taliban.

How to hold meetings

The members of the Afghan Women's Voice
Movement, whether in Iran or in Afghanistan,
hold meetings secretly. The prohibition of pro-
test activities against the Taliban by the Irani-
an government has caused those members who
live in this country to organize their protest pro-
grams secretly and in closed places. The mem-
bers whose houses are in distant places of Iran
rent a garden, at home or somewhere else and
hold their protest program there.

Limitations

The members of the Afghan Women's Voice
Movement, whether in Afghanistan or in Iran,
cannot easily protest due to the restrictions im-
posed by the Taliban and the Iranian govern-
ment on the establishment of protest programs.
In the meantime, those who live in Afghanistan
are afraid of being identified and arrested by
the Taliban; But still, by accepting the threats
and dangers of this difficult path, they fight for
freedom.

Mary- a pseudonym - a member of the
Afghan Women's Voice Movement, who was
threatened by the Taliban three times in differ-
ent places because of her protests, says; Until
women do not have the right to work, educa-
tion, freedom of speech and the right to choose a
spouse like men, she will continue her struggle.

Let's accept each other. To get the rights that
we have lost."

Although the Afghan Women's Voice Move-
ment has a difficult road ahead of it to reach its
goal, like other women's protest movements, it
has a good perspective for Afghanistan and tries
to endure the hardships of this harsh path to
achieve it.
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"Afghanistan Women's Voice Movement" is

the first protest movement of Afghan women
in Iran. Hadiah Sahibzadeh, the leader and
founder of this Movement, went to Iran in
March 2022 because of the threats she received
from the Taliban, and after three months, in
June 2022, she brought together a number

of immigrant women in this country with

a common goal. They stood up against the
Taliban. Among these people, there were
human rights and women's rights activists,
journalists, teachers and soldiers of the former
government and started to sue with the slogans
of "Education, Work, Freedom" and "Freedom,

Justice, Equality".
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Women's solidarity movement; Fighting for a better future

Written by: Adela Azin Nazari
Translated By Mohammad Sakhi Rezaie

After the Taliban took control of Kabul and

they imposed restrictions on the presence of

women and girls in society, women in differ-
ent cities spontaneously took to the streets and
protested against this situation. Slowly, these
movements were organized in specific frame-
works and groups of women formed their pro-
test movements. One of these groups is "Wom-
en's Solidarity Movement" which was founded
by Farzaah Ayoubi.

Ms. Ayoubi tells the Silk Way that after the
collapse of the republic and the beginning of the
Taliban's rule, women spontaneously protested
against the authoritarian and misogynistic be-
havior of the Taliban. "But in order to prevent
disorder and dispersion, a number of move-
ments were formed to protest with a purpose,
with a plan and from a specific address." Ms.
Ayoubi says that the goal of the women's soli-

darity movement is to fight for the reviving of

women's rights and to establish justice in soci-
ety. The members of this movement, who are
from different provinces, are trying to be a voice
for millions of Afghan women and girls who are
deprived of their basic rights under the shadow
of Taliban rule. Ayoubi says: "It is a happy and
fortunate moment that in the women's solidar-
ity movement, women from all ethnic groups
and from all different provinces of Afghanistan
are spontaneous, purposeful and fight for a bet-
ter future for women and the people of Afghan-
istan."

At the time of the establishment of the
women's solidarity movement, it had nearly 20
members some of whom had previous acquain-
tances and some who did not; But they trusted
each other and were protesting together for one
goal, which is to reject the suppressive policy
of the Taliban. Ms. Ayoubi says that Shabnam
Azizi, Fayezeh Zirak, Salecha Mateen, Shaesta
Safi, Mahnaz Hejran, Fereshte Qarizadah and
Anousha Azizi are some of the members of this
movement.

While the women's solidarity movement is
a women's movement; But behind the scenes, it
also has male colleagues who work in text pro-
duction, design and other parts and planning.

Due to the security threats from the Taliban
that were/are directed at the protest groups, the
members of the women's solidarity movement
have planned their activities in such a way that
the lives of their colleagues and members of this
movement are not endangered. This movement
has expressed its opposition to the misogynis-

tic behavior of the Taliban mostly in the form of

street protests and gatherings in closed places
and creating # on specific topics.

Mrs. Ayoubi says that the women's solidar-
ity movement works for the realization of jus-
tice and the fulfillment of the rights of Afghan
women, based on the needs and conditions. He
adds that this movement has held more than
twenty street protests and nearly forty protests
in closed places, both inside and outside of Af-
ghanistan. Currently, the movement holds all its
meetings online through virtual programs.

In addition to Afghanistan, the members of

the Women's Solidarity Movement live in other
countries such as Turkey, Pakistan, Iran, Cana-
da, and Australia.

The members of the women's solidarity
movement, like other protest movements, have
realized that Mrs. Ayoubi is an example of se-
rious threats from the Taliban. She says; When
he protested against the restrictions imposed
by the Taliban individually, she was threatened
by the Taliban. She says: "In the evening of the
same day that I had a solo protest, when I re-
turned home, someone informed the police and
t had sent and they has sent Taliban memeners
after me. "My phone kept ringing and threat-
ening messages until around one o'clock in the
night, I somehow left the house with my hus-
band." After this, Mrs. Ayoubi took refuge with
her husband in the house of her friends and rel-
atives; Then she spends some time in different
provinces; But the persistence of Taliban threats
made her to go to Pakistan and now she lives in
Canada.

A number of other members of the wom-
en's solidarity movement have fled to Iran, Pa-
kistan, Turkey and some other countries due
to the threat of the Taliban. But there are still
some of its members left in Afghanistan who are
seriously under threat. According to Ms. Ayou-
bi, they use their friends' and relatives' mobile
phones to communicate with members of the
movement in order to keep their location a se-
cret and not fall into the trap of the Taliban.

Although the conditions in Afghanistan are
difficult for the members of the Women's Soli-
darity Movement, those members of this move-
ment who have gone to Pakistan, Iran and Tur-
key due to security threats are also facing many
problems, especially the problems of financial
resources. But being stuck in this situation did
not let them lose the motivation to fight against
the Taliban policy. The members of the women's
solidarity movement continue to express their
opposition to the misogynist policy of the Tal-
iban by holding protest programs on different
occasions and at different times.

United Natlons
Betrayal of
humanity
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Freedom Fanous Movement;
protests against the Taliban discriminatory policies

Written by: Adela Azin Nazari
Translated By Mohammad Sakhi Rezaie

When Taliban seized power in 2021
again, first girls above sixth grade were
banned from education and then women
were banned from working in public of-
fices. On 8 September 2021, a number of
women ang girls took to streets of Kabul
and protested against the Taliban polices
by gathering at Fawar e Ab (water Foun-
tain) in Kabul. More than 40 women and
girls had participated in this protest march.

A number of women participating in
this march, including Ms. Hajar, Hemasa,
and Hasina Sarwari formed “Freedom Fa-
nous Movement”, in order to better raise
the voice of women. Hasina Sarwari says
while Taliban called any protest against the
policies of this group as rebellion, and vio-
lently punished them, she and other wom-
en protestors formed “Freedom Fanous
Movement” after months of efforts and fear
under Taliban regime.

Protest Programs

The “Freedom Fanous Movement”, has
organized more than 50 protest programs.
Most of these protest programs have been
held in Kabul, Badakhshan, Konduz, Bagh-
lan, and some other provinces. It has held
protest programs in Pakistan and Iran in
rare cases. The first protest program which
members of “Freedom Fanous Movement”,
participated was the protest organized on
3rd September in Kabul. On this date, a
number of women a number of women
gathered at Fawar e Ab square, without be-
ing organized by any organization, to pro-
test the Taliban exclusive policies. Taliban
suppressed the protest and beat the par-
ticipants. Next day, women protest march
from beside the Administrative Office of
the President and Taliban dispersed the
women protestors by firing in the air and
tear gas. Thus, some of women were in-
jured in the protest.

\

Hasina Sarwaris says they created a
WhatsApp group to coordinate and imple-
ment their protest activities in an effective
manner.

“Freedom Fanous Movement” conduct-
ed a protest program in September 19 in
front of the former Ministry of Women’s
Affairs that is changed to the Ministry of
Promoting the Virtue and Preventing the
Vice. This movement conducted a protest
program in September 20, 2021 in front
of Rabia Balkhi High School, but Taliban
blocked their way and then they conducted
their protest march in Baghe Chihilsoton
of Kabul.

Men’s Opposition

Hasina Sarwari the General Manager
and one of the founders of “Freedom Fa-
nous Movement”, says this movement has
organized its protests without participa-
tion of men. She says most of the men of
the members of “Freedom Fanous Move-
ment” have opposed with participation of
their family female members in the pro-
tests. In some cases, they have insulted and
beaten the female members of their fam-
ilies over participating in protests against
the Taliban discriminatory policies.

Arrest and Torture

Members of “Freedom Fanous Move-
ment” have faced detention and torture
as many other women’s rights protest-
ing women in Afghanistan. 8 members
of “Freedom Fanous Movement” were de-
tained and tortured in August 20, 21. But
the members of “Freedom Fanous Move-
ment” say they are determined to fight
against girls’ education, work, and political
participation ban. “We will fight until Tal-
iban regime is toppled and until Afghan
girls, women and all Afghans enjoy their
basic rights and Afghanistan is free from
the shopkeepers of religion and terrorist
groups.” Hasina asserted.

After Taliban imposed restrictive pol-
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icies on women, many women protesting
movements were formed, most of them
formed and managed by women. These
movements have conducted many protest-
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ing programs against the Taliban gender
apartheid policy. Many women have been
detained, put in prison and tortured by the
Taliban over the past three years.
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The Forbidden Voice

Elaha Soroor Sings For The Women of Afghanistan

Written by: Khaleq Ebrahimi
Translated By Mohammad Sakhi Rezaie

Elaha Soroor, the famous Hazarah singer and
composer, in her latest song, addressed the issue of
banning women's voices in Afghanistan and dedicated
her song to the women's movement "Bread, Work,
Freedom".

Elaha wrote on her Facebook page that this song is a
tribute to the fighting women and girls of Afghanistan.
Those who battle for their lost rights and have resisted
oppression and discrimination: "Paying tribute to our
sisters in Afghanistan who continue to fight for their
rights. They stand strong and proud in the face of
adversity."

In this song, Sunita Alizadeh accompanied the
Afghan rapper Elaha Soroor and other women worked
with her in the technical parts. By publishing this song,
Elaha declared her support for the "Bread, Work, and
Freedom" women's movement, asked others to join
this movement and also said that she is proud of the
fighting women of her country: "I am proud to be a
part of the equlaity movement and if you believe in this
cause, please join us."

Elaha has previously worked on Afghan women
and released the album "Songs of our Mothers" in
collaboration with "Kefaye" music group in 2019. After
the release of this album, she and her band received
a music award from "Songlines Magazine" of Britain.
Songlines is one of the most recognized
art magazines in the world
and the award is
given to

-

serious music artists.

The songs of our mothers" is the only album of
Elaha Soroor the music group "Kafaye" which has nine
songs, all of which are taken from the folk songs people
of Afghanistan. The songs that were sung by women
before this, the Elaha recreated them with exceptional
performance and better music. In this collection, Elaha
has worked more on the Malistani style - one of the most
popular styles of Hazarah music - and has reproduced
the cover version of the songs attributed to Abe Mirza.

One of the new and impressive works of Elaha is
the collection of songs that she performed live with
her band at the "Revival of the Roots" concert. The
published video tape of this concert was met with an
unprecedented reception on social networks. In this
collection of local songs, Elahe Sarwar has combined
the tamborah with other musical instruments such as
ney, oud, tabla and guitar and combined it with the
local styles of Hazarahs people. Her performances in
this concert surprised the local art fans of Hazarahs.

Previously, the music of Hazarahs, like other
cultural assets of these people, rubbed a little deep on
the forehead and kissed its roots and mostly floated on
the surface. It is true that it made people happy, sad,
and sometimes very nostalgic, but it seemed that it was
a cuckoo in the nest (or a taffeta woven separately from
other nations and people). Many people have tried
their luck to combine tamborah with other musical
instruments including Sarkhosh, Khavari, Sakhizadeh,
Shaukat Sabour, etc., but the work of the goddess is
surprisingly attractive and exceptional.

Elaha has been living in London for several
years, studied opera music in India and received a
bachelor's degree in animation from the University
of the Arts, London. Before this, she has also held
protest performances and by publishing the

song "Bread, Work, and Freedom" and

has supported women's protests against
the severely restrictive laws of the

.. Taliban. She joins the ranks of
protesting women while the

Taliban has banned women's

voices from education,

study, work and travel.
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The Voice of Sufferings; A Dialogue with Elaha Soroor, Singer

Mohammad Ahmady and Esmat Altaf
Translated by Mohammad Sakhi Rezaie

Silk Way Weekly: Ms. Elaha Soroor, in
this issue of the Silk Way weekly, is going to
dwell on the Afghan women's movements and
collect discussions and materials about the
continuous activities and tireless struggles of
Afghan women and girls; Women and girls who
have not sat silent for three years under the rule
of dark-minded people and terrorists and have
not stopped fighting for their human rights and
human demands.

We are glad that you provided the context
for this conversation. Until now, most of what
we have heard from the you, Elaha have been
folkloric songs; Beautifully performed songs
and innovations can be seen in your works.
We want to know, where does this interest and
attachment come from and what is the reason
for this attachment?

Elaha Soroor: Folk music connects me
to my childhood and the life of my parents. It
helps me get to know them better and finally get
to know myself and it gives me self-confidence.
Artists are historians of their era and time. A
society that does not have history, art and stories
are vulnerable and can be removed as if they
never existed. Today, when music is considered
haram in Afghanistan, I consider it my duty to
leave the stories that I have learned and which
form a part of my identity to the next generation.

Silk Way Weekly: The album " our Mothers’
Songs" is also folkloric. Talk a little about this
album. How did you get the idea to perform the
songs of Afghan mothers?

Elaha Soroor: When I had just migrated,
I felt deeply confused. During this time, our
mothers' songs gave me encouragement and
comfort; The songs that brought me closer to my
family and to Afghanistan. In the heart of these
songs, you can recognize the thoughts of my
mother's generation. The life of the mother has a
great influence on the formation of the character
and identity of the future human being, and in
order to find ourselves, we must be aware of
the past, our mother and our roots. Among the
other reasons for addressing these songs was to
introduce the cultural face of Afghanistan to my
host country, England; A face that has rarely
been seen in international scenes. This album
was like an exercise book for collaborating
with different styles and ideas. Also, providing
a bridge of communication for the immigrants
who were born outside of Afghanistan to
maintain their connection with Afghanistan
through these songs.

Silk Way Weekly: As far as we have
listened to your songs, you also manipulate and
modernize folk songs. What do you think about
singing songs?

Elaha Soroor: I believe that an artist must
be a good listener in order to grow and evolve.
They shall have the ability to hear the voices of
others and understand the artistic thoughts
of others. Recreating or translating folklore
works is an exercise in becoming a good listener.
Folkloric works have always been passed down
from one generation to another through this
process and have continued to exist.

Silk Way Weekly: " Our mothers’ songs-
Album " includes how many songs? Where and
how were these songs collected?

Elaha Soroor: Understanding folk music,
like a university, has helped me find my own
unique voice. It allowed me to have a deeper
understanding of art. The album "Our Mothers’
songs" contains nine songs. In childhood and
adolescence, in the carpet weaving workshop or
women's circles, we used to perform these songs
by playing the Tambourine" or only vocally.
Sometimes, we would lend each other tapes
and cassettes, which were very rare, so that we
could listen to carpet weaving. This album is like
turning the pages of a diary that is connected
with bitter and sweet moments. I collaborate
with different musicians in England; including
Kefaye group which we met in 2016 and
collaborated in the production of this album.

Silk Way Weekly: For many audience, the
Iyrics of a song are its essential and important
element. That is, they don't just enjoy the
melody. They consider poetry or song to be the
basic pillar of musical art and enjoy strong and
artistic poetry along with melody. We would
like to ask, how passionate you are in choosing
the songs and poems you sing? We mean, how
important is the literary and power of poetry to
you and how do you choose these?

Elaha Soroor: Undoubtedly, it is also
important for me to introduce the art to the
audience. I always read the news and works
of Persian and English poets and writers to
broaden my view and perception of the world.
I like to have a close friendly relationship with
my fellow poets and artists in order to gain more
access to their world of thoughts. I believe that
there should be music for every mood. Poetry
can be simple and in the language of street and
market; but to convey deep concepts. Of course,
it is the duty of the artist to introduce new ideas
and styles; But complex forms of poetry and
complex words do not always mean better. There
should be enough artwork in different styles for
the audience to choose from; It means art that
can express the mood of their moments.

Silk Way Weekly: Lack of attention to
poems and lyrics sometimes makes the rhythm
of the song incompatible with the content of the
Iyrics. We have seen many times in the work of
our young artists that the content of the poem
was sad; But the rhythm of the music, happy. Or
vice versa. This incident makes the parts of the
song not match and does not have a single effect
on the singer. This point can also be considered
a disadvantage. What do you think about this?

Elaha Soroor: I am not a fan of idealism.
Everyone should be allowed to create art in
their own way. Creating perfect, universal and
excellent art is not an easy task; This process
requires repetition, practice and sometimes
mistakes. Of course, nothing is perfect;
Therefore, it is up to the audience to determine
what they enjoy and what art they connect with.

Silk Way Weekly: As we mentioned earlier,
you have mostly gone for Hazaras folk songs.
One of the problems that Hazaras folkloric
couplets have is the pronunciation of their
words; Because Hazara people speak different
dialects. These dialects are so diverse that the
dialect is different from one village to another,
or from one district to another. You did not
face this problem in the album " Our Mothers’
Songs"?

Elaha Soroor: I have always been criticized
for my accent. When I was younger, I sometimes
tried to change myself for others; But this
attempt was incorrect and misplaced. People
always have their opinion. If they don't want to,
they won't change. Therefore, being ourselves is
much more meaningful and impactful.

..more on Page 22
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The Voice of Sufferings; A Dialogue with Elaha Soroor, Singer

I performed the album " Our Mothers’
Songs" with an accent that T was familiar with
and grew up with. There is no such thing as a
completely "pure" dialect or language. Language
is a means of communication and it changes and
becomes richer in relation to time and place.
As a Hazara who was born in Iran, went to
Afghanistan and later lived in India, Europe and
England, my accent carries a part of my identity
and my life history and is a reflection of all the
experiences I have had in these places.

ilk Way Weekly: One of the couplets
performed in the album " Our Mothers’
Songs" was a song attributed to Abe Mirza, a
well-known native singer of Malistan, Ghazni
province; But your performance is different
from Aghi Delaram's performance. From the
composition to the musical instruments used in
this performance. Could you tell our audience
more about these changes and innovations?

Elaha Soroor: Yes, I agree. I can never be
Aghi Delaram; Because I have my own unique
experiences; But I can hear her song and identify
with her inner feeling in my daily life. T want to
see my loneliness in Abe Mirza's voice when she
sings about displacement and loneliness.

Silk Way Weekly: One of your changes and
innovations is that Abe Mirza sings with Ghichak
and Dambore; But you didn't. The drum is the
most important instrument of Hazara people.
A couplet is also the most important musical
word of the Hazara people. Is it possible to sing
Hazaregi couplets without tamborah, ghichak
and flute?

Silk Way Weekly: Yes, Damborah is one of
the important symbols of Hazara culture. Hazara
is not a culture, it is a race. Being a Hazara is
much more than a Dambora and ghichak. In
this race, each person can have their own unique
religion and even culture. Before I present the
music to the audience, T compose and sing for
my own pleasure and then T share my pleasure
with others. T am interested in cooperation and
mutual thinking; Because group work is much
more effective than individual movement. Music
is the common language of human emotions
and helps us to know each other better. The
better we know about different cultures and
ways of thinking, the more prepared we will be
for empathy and mutual understanding. If we
talk about the suffering and what is happening
to us, there is a way to reduce that suffering.

Silk Way Weekly: Hazaras for two reasons;
One is the horrible historical genocide and
massacre, and the other is faith, religion and
tradition that are cumbersome and against
instruments and hymns, and songs, made
them silent and remain silent; Because the
possibility of raising their voice, whether in the
form of literary works or in the form of musical
works and other artistic aspects, has been less
available; Because in this society, there was
no field to cultivate artistic minds, hands and
larynxes. Restrictions, on both sides, have been
and still are severe. This silence caused no one
to recognize these people, to understand and
feel their pain, and to be aware of their human
experiences and bitter history. People who are
oppressed; The first thing that matters to them
is their survival. They try to guarantee their lives.
When their lives are guaranteed, then they move
on to other things; Then they may like literature,
art, music and other branches of art. Our
question is, in your opinion, the performance of
Hazara music and songs that are closely related
to the bitter and sad fate of these people, what
effect do they have on the knowledge of these
people and how much can it pull them out of
artistic isolation and biological isolation?

Elaha Soroor: If we don't have the language
to express our suffering, it's as if everything is
fine and nothing happened, and as a result,
we get locked in the lonely prison of the mind.
Sometimes expressing suffering can be difficult;
But it helps to remove the heavy burden from
our loneliness and free the inner energy and
find solutions to solve our problems and knots
collectively. When we express our feelings, we

realize that we are not alone
and that is when we are no
longer afraid of being judged.

Silk Way Weekly: As we
mentioned, the tamboura
is the most important
instrument of Hazara people,
and dotar, ghichak, ney, etc.
are other instruments that
Hazara singers wuse. Our
question is, when we sing the
Hazara couplets with other
musical instruments, with
innovations in style, can we
still consider the result to be
Hazara music?

Elaha Soroor: An art that
cannot break the frameworks
and display itself in different
forms, if it cannot create
questions, it is no longer art.
The real artist does not fit in
the rules and frameworks and
must be free to create valuable
and multidimensional art.

Silk Way Weekly: With
the album "Revival of the
Roots" you once again went
to the couplets and folk songs
of Hazara people; From Abe
Mirza to Sarwar Sarkhosh.
What do you believe about
these roots that you can't
ignore easily and you still
perform them with your
catchy voice?

Elaha Soroor: In the
album "Revival of the Roots", T took help
from the book of folk couplets of Hazara by
Mohammad Javad Khavari, and it has been my
best guide for learning the Hazara dialect of my
mother, who lives in Kabul. Shaukat Ali Sabour,
Dawood Sarkhosh and Sayed Anwar Azad are
living role models of Hazara artists whose works
T always listen to.

Silk Way Weekly: Although we did not
read a specialized review by experts in the art of
music about your Hazaragi pronunciation; But
some non-expert criticism was that you have
not been able to pronounce Hazaragi words
with Hazaragi accent. Another user wrote that
"Dido and Bolbi" are different. What you read as
'Dido' is 'Bolbi'. These two genres of music may
have a lot in common; But they definitely have
differences. What are your findings?

Elaha Soroor: According to my research,
there is no difference between "Bolbi" and "Dido"
and the name of this style has only changed in
different regions of Hazarejat. Of course, I am
happy that my interpretation of this "Dido" has
created a discussion. T hope experts will publish
their research and findings in this regard.

Silk Way WeeKly: The team that performed
the "Revival of the Roots" album with you, how
familiar were/are they with Hazara folklore
music and literature, and how necessary do
you feel your colleagues should be familiar with
Hazara music?

Elaha Soroor: I am very sensitive and it
is important in choosing a colleague. Not only
to understand each other musically, but also
to have commonalities in terms of political
and social thinking. Dr. Mehdi Aminian is a
journalist and music researcher. Previously, he
has collaborated with Hazara and Afghan artists
in the field of Afghan folk music and we worked
closely together in this collection. Juliana
Moderelli, a guitarist who has many years of
experience in the field of South Asian music. She
has been working with me since ten years ago.
Habib Rafiei, a drum player, is a young artist
who plays an important role in this collection.
Avin Ahmadi, an oud player and a music student
at one of the prestigious universities in Austria,
had a beautiful collaboration with us. Haidar
Khan, a tabla player and music professor at
the university, also played a brilliant role in this
series. ..more on Page 23
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The Voice of Sufferings; A Dialogue with Elaha Soroor, Singer

Silk Way Weekly: Couplets and local songs
of the Hazara people are sung with tamborah
and Hazara girls and women also sing them
without instruments. In the album " Our
Mothers’ Songs" and "Revival of the Roots", how
successful have you been in performing these
sounds as they are?

Elaha Soroor: I never tried to play the
tunes as I heard them. T hate this job. Artificial
intelligence does this very well. I'm glad I'm not
a robot. I prefer to understand folk works and
arrange and perform them in my own way.

Silk Way Weekly: What is the capacity of
Hazara people folk music to be integrated with
modern music, especially music that is popular
in the West?

Elaha Soroor: Every music has the ability
to be combined; It doesn't matter if it comes
from the East or the West, and it depends on
the creativity of the artist. Currently, African
music is the source and inspiration of many
famous and high-profile works in the Western
music market. According to a report I read,
about 120,000 songs are officially released
every day from reputable platforms worldwide.
Afghan music is only a drop in this vast sea and
only with creativity and integration can it be
more prominent in the global market. When a
swimmer enters the water, his body naturally
adapts to the temperature of the water, and if he
does not swim, he will drown. Native music can
be preserved as it is only in its birthplace. Any
performance and composition of it outside of its
birthplace is undoubtedly a fusion. Man cannot
stop the influence of his surroundings.

Silk Way Weekly: Hazaras have experienced
horrific massacres and genocide. How much
have these pains and sufferings and moans been
shouted from your throat? We remember that
you had words about this in the introduction of
the album "Revival of the Roots".

Elaha Soroor: Yes, it is very important to
always talk about the topics that are important to
us in the internet space, etc., so that we don't get
lost in the storm of algorithms and information
that is published from all over the world. As a
Hazara, T have been directly affected by ethnic
prejudice and the trauma of the massacre. When
I comment on this, T am actually talking about
my lived experience.

Silk Way Weekly: Another thing that is not
unrelated to our work in this case is the presence
of women's suffering and the presence of the
three-year struggle of Afghan women in your
work. "Bread, work, and freedom" is one of the
slogans of Afghan protesting women and girls.
You made a song with this slogan. Would you
talk more about this?

Elaha Soroor: The song "bread, work,
and freedom!" Tt is a tribute to my sisters in
Afghanistan who stand proudly and strong
against the worst form of patriarchy, which is the
Taliban, and fight for their rights. In this song,
Afghan artists; People like Sunita Alizadeh,
a rapper and social activist; Asif Karimi,
Damboreh Nawaz; Ramesh Karizi, Dholak
Nawaz and my other colleagues who all live in
England have collaborated and it was made with
their collaboration. The video clip was produced
by Coffin Film Company, which is a group of
Afghan filmmakers in exile in France.

Silk Way Weekly: How much can making
the song "bread, work, and freedom" inspires
Afghan girls and women so that the years of
darkness imposed on them by the Taliban will
not be too much difficult for them?

Elaha Soroor: The subject is about a
woman who, by understanding the patriarchal
system, understanding history and what has
been imposed on her, has gained awareness and
realized her inner strength. She accepts and
loves herself with all her flaws and angles. He
considers herself worthy of a humane life.

She no longer submits to coercive laws
and continually repeats her demand, which
is "bread, work, and freedom" and the right
to education. The inner voice that relies on

itself, with repetition, for change,
turns it into an outer power. In
a part of the song, a children's
poem in Pashtu language is used,
which refers to the great mother-
daughter relationship and that
women of every generation play
a role in empowering each other.
At the end of "Patience" this time
is repeated not as a virtue, but
as a behavior that is no longer
acceptable.

Now that the Taliban is
squeezing the people's throats and
introducing new anti-human laws
every day, and on the other hand,
the Taliban media is brainwashing,
it should be added to the number
of artworks on human rights
in Afghanistan. With this song
and future artworks, we want
to tell the girls and women of
Afghanistan that a woman should
consider herself worthy of a
humane life and not give in to the
Taliban's laws, which are a symbol
of patriarchy. They are not alone
and continue to raise their voice
and only by repeating the demand
can the result be achieved.

Silk Way Weekly: In the end,
we would like you to tell us how
many years has it been since Elaha
was displaced from Kabul?

Elaha Soroor: I have traveled
a lot and met different people. Of
course, I'm happy, this situation
was for me so that my life story
doesn't take place in just one place.

Silk Way Weekly: Is Kabul or
London better? Which one has given you more
motivation for new things?

Elaha Soroor: We cannot compare Kabul
and London; Because they are very different
and have their own positive and negative points.
Here T can walk around the city with a sense of
security, at all hours of the night; But in Kabul,
there was a sense of security only at home with
my family. For a curious young girl like me, or
as my mother called me, "Dido" or a wanderer,
Kabul was insecure. She was always worried that
something would happen to me.

Fortunately, T was smart; But now her heart
is full; Because I have seen the world and I live in
alaw-abiding land where my basic human rights
are protected and respected, both in society and
in the country's constitution. Despite all this, T
have a great sadness and that is being away from
the arms of my mother and father. My home is
where my mother and father are. To get home,
sadness makes me think deeper and create art.
Indeed, only sadness produces the most beautiful
art. T hope one day I can return to Afghanistan
and be the person I am today without fear.

Silk Way Weekly: As a final question, I
would like to ask, what other business is Elaha
busy with in the busy city of London, besides
fighting for women's freedom and artistic
works?

Elaha Soroor: I work full time in the field
of music; I make music for movies, theater and
commercials. I teach music to elementary school
children and immigrants. T board the bus, go to
Afghan shops and buy nostalgic food. If there is
time on the weekend, I clean the house. I have
few friends; But lovely ones that T am always
looking for an opportunity to see them. I cook
for them; For example, T cook bolani with a
special recipe that is spicy and combined.

Silk Way Weekly: If there is anything else to
say, let us know.

Elaha Soroor: Taliban use force and violence
to control; But the people of Afghanistan want
mutual acceptance and dialogue. The artistic
community of Afghanistan should involve
themselves in this cultural war. More should be
added to the number of artistic productions with
social issues in Afghanistan.
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